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L1BERTY of CONSCIENCE Hort 
zts fre a PS nos Aſſerted 
and Vindicated, 


Z73[Mongſ all the endowments beſtowed upon the ſons of 
CT men, nothing is to have a higher price and value put: 
BH upon it, than that we call Conſcience; becauſe of the 
a immediate reference it hath to the pleaſing or diſplez-" 
REA Wl fing the great God, and thoſe more noble Concerns of 
EGS) a better life ; and alſo the icrefitible Influence it hath: 
upon our ſelves, to determine our well, orill being 
here. Conſcience isan ability inthe underſtanding of man,by a, reflect 
a& to judge of himſelf in all be does, as to his acc<ptance, or rejection 
with God ; this is the inward rule he hath to walk by : And 'tis but 
reaſonable to belieye mankind bound to figer their courſe, by what (up- 
on the utmoſt improvement of their underſtandings) they know,. and 
believe bet, The proper ſeat of Conſcience is in the underſtanding, 
ard is no other thing, but this refle&t a& of our knowledge back upon 
our ſelves, dictating to us God's liking or diſliking, what we do, as . 
good or evil. This ability is more os leſs, according to the ſutable lighe 
Cod affords to our-underſianding, either inwardly. or outwardly, wh:-, 
ther natural ordivine; and is indecd to each man, the Rule of all other 
Rules God is pleaſed to govern him by : for whether it be by patural; 
[light or divine revelation, Rill. the utmoſt bounds of his. conformity 
lies in the knowledge and conception he bath of. it, and of bis duty in 
reference unto it, So that the information of the underſtanding, i>ftill- 
the guide of the Conſcience; , for when we become once convinced that” . 
this or that is God's will, my undetrftanding refle&s back to my ſelf, and* - 
tells me; this is my duty in reference to it, and ſo comes in upon each 
man the obligation of that we call Conſcience ; which is 'indeed ſouna- 
voidable a refle&tion, ſutable to the conviction and impreſſion the un-: 
derſtanding lies under, that no man hath power in himſelf, if he would,” 
toeſcapeit ; Conſciemtians non. eſſe jndicimm. theoreticum, quo verum bY - 
falſo frepliciter deſeernitur, ſed pratticam, quo particulariter ills cognitio 
A 2 | #pplicatun 
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© applicatur a hence ad led, quod 13] vel bonuns, vel malums eftyut fr inter: 
- >" atthe i 


i dirigens woluntatens :- Ameſ, de caſ.,Conſci,” Thar there wag _ 
in Adam x clear and perfetiknowledgeof God; and of bim- 
ſelf, is not to. be doubted, arid thar-there was this refle&-at in Adams" 
knowledge, that he fully viewed and beheld himſelf, and knew in what, 
2-happy eſtate God had made him, is alſoclear ; and that this exerciſe 
of 'his knowledge alſo, in a way of Conſcience, he had to tell him, he 
was accepted of God, and did well-in whatſoever he did ; but that equal 
r:f1:Rion of mans undefſtanding, both'towards good and evil, allow- © 
rag the one and condentning the”other, was firft' introduced, when he 
are of the tree of knowledge of good and evil ; which was ſo called by 
anticipation, -becauſe by the fin committed in eating of it, Adam who 
- knew nothing before, neither in himſelf, nor any other creature, bue 
what was 'perfeQly good, came to the miſerable knowledge of goed and 
evil. . Evil before he could not know, for till he had finned, .there 
could be no ſuch thing preſented to his view ; but in-that aR of his fin- 

- ning, he ſa the greateſt evil, and the root of all other evil; what was 
good alſo, by his fall he came to know in another manner;than before ; 
for before he knew it only fimply confidered in it ſelf, ' but now as it 

. Rood in adire& contrariety and oppoſition unto evil. - That perfe& 
knowledge man had at the firſt, ſo far retains, fince the fall, its excel- 
lent nature, as to be a diftinguiſher between good and'evil, and a 
conſtant witneſs for God in his ſoul, and by ſecret reference, 'to what 
he was at firſt, tells him, what he ill ought ts be: And this is the 

| thing we call Coyſc:ence, Which as it is the beſt thing left in man by far, 

« fince the fall, ſo 'tis the nobleft and worthieſt thing, the world hath left 

in it, and which above all others, ought to be cheriſhedand valued; as 

that whereby God is moſt acknowledgedzeach man in his own b:cſt moſt 

Quieted and ſetled, and mankind beſt enabled to live peaceably in ſoci- 

 ,. ety and convetſe together, - 

> _ - Thatit hath continued amongſt men ever fince the fall,is plain,if we 

; confider, that even inthe darkeſt times. of divine knowledge, before 

any Law from God was written, this knowledge men had of themſelves, 

ia reference to God,was a Lawunto them, Theirnatural light, derived 
bh to'them from their firſt creation, dictating to them what they ought to 
do, and what not, and enabling them to paſs a judgement upon them= 
ſelyes,: of their due behaviour towards God ; and this the Apoſile in 
the, Epiſtle to the Romer: calls Conſcience, which will either excuſe 

' them, or accuſe them in the great Judgment-day, when the ſecrets of 

- mens hearts ſhall be made known, There be fince mans fall two things 
gminently left in him ; Aſeace and knowledge of God,though agree 
. ; ; an 
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and thar two wayes : firſt byTnſin@&iwbig very; compolytan and coolfi=* 


riftion, *God making him ac fiiftin his verge Image; ;and:iccondly, by. _ 
theuſe of -his reaſon, in. behvlding*the; works pf ct non: ad provi. : 
dence; which be does daily behold,: and-conyen(e. yithy an0 which = 
eminently preach 'God:unto-him ; the other thing 46's; ſeo -5f pleakip?. 8. 5 
oF-difpteaſing God, by doing what.his underſtanding tells nin 1s. z0od, . us, ro 
or ill, ard this is to each' mana Law; ſo -Pas/ in; that place .of the. 
Romans —_— os nada; _ not the cor fagrig a ae 4. LAS... 
themſeloes, o by natare thethings5omt waned m.the Lan.” BP EIS, 7HY 
When afcerwards men cameto be under @, Law writ and. he - 5 "of 
ledge of Gods mind concerning man: wgs-more clealy revealed, every... 
' man came to have a larget view of his:duty,and clearer refleRion upon 
himſelf in reference to it, and ſo came to have a more enlightened” 
Conſcience, *ſutable to the enlargedneſs of his uaderſtanding in his 
walking before God. SOME. 152 3-323 oye: TIS ets 
- + This then: being premiſed, that maps perfet knowledge which he _ 
had at firſt, does Rill xetain a taft of, and js a diſcerning principle'be. 
tween good and evil, and does enable aman to judge of bimſelf, in re. 
ference to his pleafing or diſpleaſing of God, by the one and the other ; 
and that every man hath more or leſs in him of that we call Conſcience; 
( nnleſsin ſome particular-caſes, whereby efcen endeavouring to reſiſt 
and oppoſe Conſcience, 'God in juſt judgement takes away the uſe of - 
it:) and that. Conſcience is Wholy.regulated by the,underſtznding, and 
the light thereof. E kn | *475 
We will conſider, firft, That men do, and alwayes have differed in 
their underſtandings and apprehenfiovs, and ſo-in their Conſciences,a- 
bout divine things, and their duty to God, - Secondly,what the grounds . 
and reaſons are,” upon- which men, ;come todiffer ; 'and thirdly, how. 
far men are fo be tolerated, end indulged 'one by another, in ſuch va- 
riety and difference of knowledge and Conſcience, For the fiſt, we 
ſhall find it roo obvioully plain, ſo to have been.in all times; A man_ 
muſt have ſome ill will, either to himſelf or hig Reader, that ſhould 
ſpend much time in the proof of it. If we look into; thoſe.early times, - - 
'before any Law was written, though all men had one, common inſtingt 
of God in their nature and-being, and badthe fame outward: Medinme 
of the knowledge of God, which were the works of Creation and Pro- 
vidence, for there is no pleace” where their Voice ſounded not ; yet 
doubtleſs the various Apprehenfions of Gad, and of mans duty to. him, 
were very greatz ſome twprovivg thoſe common Rudiments of Divi... | 
' Bity, tomore reverent thoughts of - a Deity,- .and.a more ſaber virtnous | N 
way of living, by their oatural light ; and others (0 far nes. 
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the Order and Diſcipline of the Goſpel-Church, but- of maſt: of- the 
other Do&rines and Truths of Religion? And ſo general-hayethe 
miſapprehenfions been, that have | <1 men in theſe things,. that: 
ſometimes we find in the Chriſtian Church, Truth ſhut up, and: thruſt 


' Into a very narrow corner; and ſometimes an; Athavafus, and: ſome 


very few oppoſing the torrent of, miſtakes, with which the generality af 
Chriſtian-underftandings were poſſeſſed, And fill the variety of mens 
Apprehenfions have produced the ſame vatiety-in ſeveral ſorts of Con. 
ſciences,.& theeffeAy of it. If weſeriouſly ponder the reaſons of theſs 
things, we ſhall find them to come under.ſeveral heads, in the viewing 
of which we. may arrive at ſome ſatisfaRion, in the ſecond thing pro= 
ih b know how ſuch unever, ES org 

Opinions ang'C ices; comes to be amonglt men. _ 
| Teanga) nt that may be en of it, is this; An in- 
nare infirmity ih the ſoul of 'man {ince bis tail,. not to be able alweyes 
ro make x right judgement of things, but to receive various impreſſions. 
in the underftanding-faculty+( by reaſon of the infumity and imperfe- 
Rion of it) according'to all the ſeveral accidents, and circumſiances re- 
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* - lating to.its information;and the obje&'tis converſanc ahout, Aden in- 


his naming rhe em wage + 2nd what elſe he did before the fall, was not 
£xpable'of miſtake : 'But man fGince lies very open co all gy and 
| | | deceit, 
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deceit, being not able alwiysrc 
nicary ſe wing tk 
judgment, nor if he could-do fo, 
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of hos An try, perfectly and-infallibly-to judge, of: ” at thou TSS: 
.dently appear before him ; ner lefty; tWarmain foed a. 


xion, deingnotonly lnbje&2 to alter'and change, by-ſecing father, a 
- Jaying mare prefented to/his-view.thamochar he are + 
_ *4lſoih his ownnature now, e mutable and apt. to. wy 


Secoudly, The grext variety there is of i 


| "Means, to 
ſuch a we 


FY 


- Mg 
beſt and tqueſt reſolves.  Andfrom ſuch-a womb of infirmary, 
| hard co conceive, what vatiousand differing thoughts may be born. - ; 
eſs inthe Soul, and to prevail over the nGrnzey of | _ 


underſtanding, to lead thely'in Teveral paths,” This we thall eafily 


find, if we confider the feveral poſtures and conditions mankind is 
ſetled in, as to Education, Company, Studies, and many ſuch acciden= 
ſeaſoned and en- 

f 1 bd - 


tal matters, by which the minds of men are variouſly ſeaf 
oaged in their apprebepfions.; and fo come 40 have differing 


onslaid of CrnfchngdnenaWng mg received thereby. And K 
| 5 ordinary motives prevail, and- 
nolarger compils is taken to ſertle the judgnient, than thoſe accidental 


whete (xs in moſt itis) very-weak'an 


means, that firſt prevailwith us, yetas pohitive an obfigetion of Conſci= 


" ence ariſeth from ſuch things, as from.any whatſoever ; there can be no; 


perſwaſion ſo impotent, but may meet with ſome capacities, over which 
1t may eaſily have dominion, and the bounds of ſuch mens.knowledge, 
though never ſo-mean, muſt needs be 4 rule to:the'Conſeience ; ſo that 
to imagine all mens minds and conſciences ſhouldbe ther ſatae, is to 


imagine all men to be Educatedalike, all: 
the minds of men, ſhould all concenter to inculcats the 
men, actording to the bodies they dwell-in, to apptehend and 


diverſly of things, without any other outward help 
ſome men being naturally prone to:believe ſothe things, 


any to taſk alike, and 
all Books to be written alike ; and that all otber chivge, that work upon 
ſame thing. 
Thirdly, Beſides all this;there is an inbred-difpdfition in the ſouls of _ 
7 believe 
tofuch 4 variety $ 
and others 


t6:imbibe thoſe of a cotitrery nature ;.-and this it'ta be found without 


much difficulty, in the ſeveral- conſtitutions and cy 


azes-of men, 


_ Where we ſhatl find theix thoughts and opiniong, - 12-0reat COLre- 
ſpondence With, and bearing much proportion to, theix.namrel incling- 


tions and. tetnpers, andat ſeveral times ſeveral though 


cording as the concommirant Humours of Nature; are-predominant in 


5 them : fo that let amanbet phil 


= — 


| oſophically viewover the divers humars 
in meos bodies, ſuch as make men cholerick, legmatick, ar the like,znd 
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mixture ofthoſe tumors, in the yaricus Temper net | 
-of thei; anQHe iyill ave be mucli ro-ſepk,, for the yarious thoughts, 
: Opinions, ine Confciences, thatare 1 the world.; and to force merr | 
--oitt of theſe, through ariy dogr than that of the underſtandipg, and 
- means ſuited thereunts;-18s'to farce them out of their verynature and - 
 exiſtence'; tharſdulin'mano, rhatwas at firlt Lord oyer the body, and 
* could teceive noſopbification fromit, takes.now i great tinure from 
; - "'theno&and favoit#much-inzll ite operations, of the veſſel 'tis kept in, 
- " Exftly, let usſerionfly ponder the :wounderful variety there is in that 
inward divine illumination,afforded tomen-more or leſs,asGod pleaſe 
. - Terh, by which their judgments,and conſciences are in ſeveral meaſures 
_ * ſeifed and* determined; As nothing can give us a clearer account of 
"that variety there is inthe world, in divine things ; ſo nothing can be 
' more prevailing upon us, _to-have compaſſion upon men ſeverally in- 
formedand perſwaded, than when we cotnfider, God affordeth divine 
light ſeverally to them,. as he pleaſeth, and gives it in what propor- 


Teveral growths and ſt itures in divine knowledge, does ſeem t& let us 
knew, he:would have men of ſeveral ſizes and attainments in that 
kind, to live quietly together in the world. | 

Theſe things being able in ſome meaſure to diſcover to us the 
rounds of thoſe diſagreeing principles we find amongft men ; we will 
go on to the third and chief thing: we have in purſuit by this diſ- 
courſe, which is a ſerious enquiry, How far men are to be tolerated one 

"by another, whoſe judements and conſciences about divine things are 
found to differ : Conſcience in it ſelf conſidered, (being nothing elſe 
but the underſtanding under ſuch a kind of exetcile, as 1s before de- 
ſcribed) is ſuch athing, as can by no means come under any poſhbility 
of force or reſtraint; 'beyond its own bounds ; and is as much out of 
the reach of all humane power, asfthe ſoul it {cif is, and therefore is 
.choſen of God to be the witnels, which he gives to himſclf amongſt the 
ſons of men,of their due behaviour towards him, and 1s a thing neither 
in the power of othets, nor in the man himſelf; no man can point 

' out hat another ſhall believe, nor can he chooſe out his on belief, 

\ bur ili the underſtanding gives in its teſtimony by the conſcience, 
though in aRinegy the will may ſometimes prevail againſt it. Thig is 
- that which cheifly differs a man, as to his relativeneſs to God from 
* other creatures, and is:that whereby God keeps up his ſolemn claim of 
© Soveraignty over us, in our own breaſts, by ſuch means a$ Weean no 
way oppoſe, nor avoyd. | This dominion of God-was never delegated 

t0-avy ſubſticute upon-earth, nor was there4ince the world began a 

© judgmekir 


rion, little or much, ſeems beſt to his Wiſdom ; and by making men of | * 
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* conſideration, will be, 
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: without 3 
man-fetr.theloſsof liberty of Conſcience ip thar fenſerof 
bimſelfuoder.an obligation to any indulgence:for it, Gol 
. of it fratts any;willynth no-more reality affordit tome; thans reſt 
win mL py oBenJytghs ir from me. _ ich 1 _ 
m->R proper and: genuine. to / eſent eriquiry propoſed) come unde 
*s ; 2D WI how cncagredetin and effcQs of Coniciencey 

in mens fig in purſtance of: it, are ta-be indulged, and ham fargts _ 

» Riined;/ and this. will all: come under. two heads: firt, How farmen. 
© ute tobeſuffered todo, or not cadozthoſe. things. which-ihey.ſay- the? 
| ateinconſcience obliged to do.; 24ly, How fak men are to. be-yiged by 
commands-todo ſuch things, which they-ſay they are in-conſrience 6» 
liged-not to do. That a punQtual clear Anſwer to:theſe Queſtions, will 
be 4-travel of great qeall undertaken,?:none-that have avy way; verſed 
themſelves in ſuch Controverſies will-detiy,and;thereforetlic vetter to 
ſecure our progreſs herein, it will be neceſſary chiefly and: principally 
to refle& upon the Magiſtrate, and the Power he-is iptruſted* withal 
this method will carry.its own evidence {zthaently with its 1t we con+ 
fider the power that mankind: hath over each other,ig exerciſed by bimy 
and that the ſucceſs of,;this notian, and the jinfluence'both of! freedom 
and reftraint depends ſolely upon him, 'and-that the power of Princes 
and Mayiſtrates do aQually bind and.loaſe in-marters of this natire-; L 
ſay, if We conſider this, Wwe ſhall ſoon make a diſcovery, that (hoding 
out What the Magiſtrate may do, - and what he may not doin Religious ' 
affairs ) will give us adetermination-of.this.matter, _ In the-proſect- 
tion of this, theſe ſeveral tliings hall be attempted; Hrſt,tomake it > 
vident,that Magifracy is an Thſtitu gave Te, $4 the Light of Na-. 
ture, and how far he may-and ought to proceed-by that hoth negatively 
and poſitively io theſe things. Secondly,that a Magiſtrate"dy becoming 
© Chriſtian, receives no addition of power to what he þad before, onely 
ſtands bound to av improved.exerciſe of bis power, ſurable ro the hgbe 
he'then receives, Thiudly,.to:-diſcover- ſome-eminent miſtaken cs. 4 
 greams about the MagiFrates-poyer in Religion; which have anſerad!y; I 
' involved us. And'laftly,: ro. thew vere the Magzilirate Ps wy 4 
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tubjeAion' to Superiours 
- obedience of Chuldren, #equ 
the fall, aver the | 


treo ſexes, and not properly any Magiſtra 
ty: Afterthese RE eto 


F 
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family exerciſe any power, or extend his do- 
egos particular _; I a 9 7 os 
in; becauſe thar-parternal power,” which is ongivaBy in 4 tatuly, 18 

© nor ſucceſhve-3- ther&is no fikcetioncs chat — Parents have over 
theit- Children; and Maſters: have over their Servants, (which isthe 
_ ground of family-government) farther than thoſe relations (till reach; 
Hence\t is the poiver a Parent might exerciſe in his. Family,as a Father 
2nd:a Maſter, he cannot exerciſe.upor any of his kindred, of other col 
batrs} Relations in-anydegree further, and: thezefore that kind of Do- 
niniowaaſt needs reft circumſcribed within ihe-bounds of eacliparti- 
&ular'Pamily ; and that more extenfive Govetnmens of mary Fathities 
together, was by « joynt-coalition and zereement'of them, difated by 
. the Light of Nature for general good ; there being ſcarce anything a 
more neceſſary dixeRion of Nature for mans own preſervation and 
60d, fince his fall,-than to affociate himſelf im 3 Communicy under 
one Common-Government. Howe'the Light'of N ature didatibe-fiſt 
operate ypon men, to-convince them of -a. neceſfity ro joyn together in 
aſubjeRion to Superiours, and how greatly their intereſt lay 1w-ſuch a 
fubjeRion, relative to- ſuch a public Dominion, * We may ſomewhat 
diſcover, if we conlider, Firs, That the Earth was at the firſt the piſt 
- of the great Creatory;to the ſong. of  Adany/ and what every mantuſt 
pofſeſſed was his-ovny and whatever: he could by his labour produce 
fiom it ; (the ſane Law that is? this days? to the firſt diſcoverers of 
; " andy 
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Kan came ro ſee; ttiefÞ abs be Concerns vbne with- ie 
Intereſts of a publick ntture, ' beyond the bounds' of {lis 
hr famities; nd there could beto Way found ont to'4 rate 
to enjoy thoſe'conimon advantages they might afford etch'ts ort 
by imbodying themſelves eobther, ind: crea nz « publick Relation 
each to other in one joynt-locrery, the yery whictimuft 
Iye in having one toruleover it,” and to exetc "that piblick care, 
requiſite to its preſervation, to which no mans piivate power 'Oor Colt 
cern either could or onglt' to lead hinr, © SHES 
Laftly, The ſenfible ood each Family found tr that Parervil Regt 
ment exerciſed within ir ſelf; might well- induce themi'ro falf into.x qr 
more general ; andto unite themſelves under onePolitical Father, in 
whoſe care and proteaton they might live'ſecured. | 
Thefe and'mary other necefſa inforcements upon the cathmon ſeats 
and experience of men, induc of they power of coitinlinding,” and The, 
reaſon of obeying, That God; that Morded to cacti creature 4<ip 
cl large enough for its own preſervation, did not teave Mal withou 
cient liohe- to diſcover this creat Engine of! his ſafet ALE hows 
neſs. Well may we then look upon the power of Magiſtracy, as the 
greateſt and moſt rranſcendanr of all humane things,” and pay the: due 
tribute of alt Reverence and Obedience to it, . 2s deing the Sovereign 
Power of God, exerciſed in a' way'of Vicegerency amongll men, and. 
that wherein the peace ahd quiet of mankind i is moſt necefſaril y inclu- 


The Liw and Light of Nature, baying thus from the beginning 

aced the Magiftrate in His Throne, the ſame alſo did lead and guide 
- Mito the exercif&of HisPower, -by bringing him undef this -obtigati = 
” Ot, to do wharſoeverthonld be fonnd neceſlary to the [g00d of 'man-. 
_ both in their;private and RT capacity, 404d rettrain Whitrſo=* 


ever 
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Fripter and -Magiſtrates to.a | 
erexceefing large and am- 


. inſclf-preſervation, who is bid to love. his Neighbour, buras himſelf ; 
Sqpoluically Mga acy the preſetyation of it ſelf.1n its Power and 
Prerogative, and t| 


{fanceth in the preſent Roman power that t e... 
beſletsdown nothing thar the Magiſtrate is to do, but what the Ligh by 
and Law of Naturs doth dice&ly guide hintunto ;. That the Apottle” 

| ſpeaks 
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rights of men. FS 

- The ſecond thing propoſed about. the Magiſtrate, will -have Bo 
herdfhip to make 2ppear ;; That a Iegftrate by becoming Chriſtian 
hath no addition of power to what he had before-;3. cAfagiſtracy is the 
ſame,and as legitimated amongſt Hewtbers, as Chriſtiane, A Magiltrere, 
when 
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he. bad-before otheryiſe,: but re- - 


—— 


Ly | Frag .the Light of Ns- 
ture gave a plentiful information about theſe t gs, 'The:duzy of: afl- 
ſuch Relations, in the performance mutually of them amongſimen,,'is 
orcatly-furthered by the Light: of the Goſpel, but the duty-is ilk the 
ſame : . Several. things do evidently evince this general truth. 

_ Fiſt, All natural apd morall relations, belong to men as men, only 
ſo conſidered,: and' not as Chriſtians, and are fully compleat and per- 
fe& amongſt mankind, bdth inthe power of the one, and theduty of 
the other, withoutany 'reference to any perfwaſion: in Religion, or 
other qualification whatevers | | 

' Secondly, It appears from hence'; becauſe whatſoever the Coſpel 
reveals to be the duty of ſuch relations eactr to other, we find praftiſed- 
by the Light and Law of Nature, fromthe beginning ; - theſe: things 
beins of abſolute necelſity to uphold 'the frameand policy of mankind, 
God had naturally endowed them with a fofficient diſcovery of, his 


mind about them. - * © | 47 
Thirdly, Tt appears to beſo ; becauſe Chriſtians are obliged by the 
Las of the Goſpel, to give:theſame obedience, and perform the ſame 
duties, in theſe relations to-anbeleivers, that they.are to-Beleivers ; the. 
Goſpel ſpeaks 6f theſe things without diſtinction ; SubjeRs-arecom- 
minded to obey-Heathen Magiſtrates in all things lawful, [andwe ate, 
ro obey Chriſianno farther ; ] Servants-are commanded, wich . the ut-- 
moſduty of Servants, to obey unbelieving Maſters;and ſo Wives tobe 
ſubje& to unbelieving Husbands ; all which declares: theſe relations 
perfeRly igherentin mankind, avſuch, and'no Way Telative to: any 0. 
ther qualification- wharſoever, — 7! jy 
- Theſe two-prefimivary conſiderations of the Magiſtrate; Fiſt, os 


z6 
Ts 4 To "=> 7 * 
- rx , p< Fo 2 as? y "a Fs 
I.T . 5 'C LP » ; 
vs : 239% - 
v7 * *® We 4 C BY '- 7 
3 £S% 4 2 $- hag *. om. or 
aVe ch ey abo 


ing |: | F446 Ir Sy: F53=oth - © Cn dog 
the Cs Leven Rogan th g, "ire invents it 
he Oaſis pernicious extremines: '-&Prof ” ET 
bod tn (he Hs into: which the 


peorolrk of WS, havechiefly iGned: 
| lit thefole Judgy of all 5 | 
ho yon Offering atten 4 Wl n 
ting Officers4s it, determining all Nerences i Religions th vgs, ſup- 
prefling by his Power all Errors and Hetefies, andſupetſeding all tyarz 
ters that appertain tothe Goſpel. A'ſecond ſort, LINA *n curing 


firm the Magiſtrates Powtr 1% Religious thin 
exerciſed but 1ut a perfe ſubſervitacy th the: bo ol ae tht whatſorvev 
al $0716, aithe 


the Charch pra 24k he is bond to extome by the The 
great Law of Chriſt, A third ſort, as ppb the Truth is either of the 
oiher, ſay pofitively,” The Ma axis hath ntthing at all ro do in Relipi- 
ous Concerns, that be is a muer Covil-Offictri" to- i Ure of miens C 
Intereſts, and hath nothing to do wah things of «* tual » nary. * 25256 
That all theſe Gens.Jo have.produced hurrful effects, and thir the 
Truth lies diſtarit from them all; will be folihditn a: diftin& Confideri- 
 tionof them, The firſt does hittle leſs than revive in the Magiſtrate 
novy, much of that power Chr; himfelf; aud the «Fpofler by bis delega- 
tion, exerciſed atfitft, infer! logo {-Charth; and unleſs it can 
be punQually- tade'appear,/whet qi) tans 1 Chrift hath ſubRitnted 
_ Magiſtrate to exc e'fuch a dominion over his Houſe, it will ſober- 
be found a dangerous Intrenchmentupon bis Kingly Office; *cis one 
& ng to take care "of the execution of v Feder þ already ſetted, 
and ariother to make Lays and'Culf ner This opi- _ 
nion, a9 itis by many ine Wien x ys ped, GHiffolves all Eccleha- 
ftical Re iment, 2nd annexeth the Govent 't e "Chirrth, to the 
Civil power ; or indeed; drowhy'the'Churchtalts the State, oracieaft 
eng them,. as much or morethan hey wete mixed - together under 
ine daical policy. What eyer governne corre iftrate ſertleroan- 
Eeciefaſtical; bar” Civit;” if it be Forteipn io -wiiae is aleeady 


divineh zppointed3 if it * Senor; thew ith 4 thing; but the exe- 
cuting of nat 1s Wretdyeiled wor hit « 
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him to ſettle the Eeclefiatical Goverment 'of his ©: 

cer ſet inthe Church, vor cannorhimiſelf adminiſter in; 

leaſt thing within ir; {trould bave ſuch '® Supream! Pojver o 
Chriſt and the, Apoltics did ſettle a Governtagnt ine Thu 

if they jd woge but that-*tis_left to. the Magiſtratey: he hay agreaten 


wer, at leaſt in the exefciſe of it, then'evet they had.” Forit we 

ſuppoſe; they had power: toietle a Government, but didnot think fir 

wer; but left is:to the Magiſtrates his f In the cxe« 

tion reateraban'theirs,; Tis mech; that the infallible Wic. | 

domf .Chrif} and his Apoſtles, could: pot berter fig@out an.Qrderifor 
the Goſpel-Chureb, 4ban'to leaveir.co-the mercy of every Magiltrates 
diſcretion ; and *rig-equally to be Wondred at, That an Officer of: fuck 
neceſſary importance to the Church, as to ſettle the Government of 
it, ſbould be wanting when-the Goſpel was fir planzed, and every 
thiftg ordinary and extraordinary. belopging-to It, - as eaged tO IC 
company the Glorious Preſence of Chiift upon Farih, and which mighy 
any way contribute tq. rear-up the Fabrick 07, the New-Teſtament- 
Church. *Tigmach that ſuch an Officer of (© 4b:>lure concernment,as 
this Opinion makes - ow og. F- we Chriſtian Yeorld for three 
kundred years cogether.-:If- ye mill leck the.incahing'or t is providen= 
tial diſpoſal of ebay . may We not ſoberly think it to. be, that the Go 
ſpel was a thing wholly founded upon Spiritual Pawer, was compleat 


therein, and needed not any Temporal powetr to contribute to its pet= 
feftion P 7 £7. Z ' ; 

This impowering the Magiſtrate with a Superlative Authority, in 
ſetling what relates to the:Goyermment of the Church, ſuppoſeth this, 
That the Scripture bath, xexealgd oo Truth that is bindiog io this mat- 
xer; but this, That, what, the Magiſtrate 
place, that is right, [and this I am ſure the 


pigKerd ro ſertle inevery 
ipture hath no where re- 


vealed]. and ſo we are like to-have as many diftin& Governments, as 


there are Scates and ingdomedigioR in;the World ;_ "cis ſtrange, thoſe 
- that are far exadt;Uniformity 10Av5 ne;Chuxeþ; ſhould lay a foundati- 
oh of ſuch confuſed myltipliciry inthe Church Univerſal, hk 
"Either we. mult ſuppoſe, Chriſt was nor, faithful to reveal all that 
concerned the Government of the Goſpel-Church, which God inuuſt. 
ed bim with, or elſe that ut, was the Will. of God there ſhould bz ng" 
more xevealedy bur that all ſhould be trapfienty {ef tothe Magiltrate, | 
' To fay. the fiift; were but to urge Blaſphemyfor Reaſon ;_1f che fegong, 
"418 to impoer an Offiger in tuch a oxceflary and weighty matter, whole 
a : es vely 
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eereatly telate to the preſervation of the Truth of 
be leftto ſuch floating uncertaingies. . OE UE STAY 
Beſides, this Pofition makes all that part of the Goſpel, which lies in 
Precept and Prefident-about the Rule of the Church, and what was by 
the Apoſtles then praRtiſed and commanded, to be' of no uſe tq us, nox 
obligation upon. us, farther then the Magiſtrate pleaſeth ; *#is.to give 


_ , him adominionover that partof the Scriptures, and opens a door to 


. make 
ment, LOTS FE 
, Two things are uſually ſaid to prop up this Power in the Magifirate. 

Firſt, That thege is nothing poſitively dezermined in the Goſpel about 
theſe-things ; becauſe the Goſpel being ta take place throughouz-the 
whole world, no one frame or Model of Gdvernment could” by compo- 
ſed, that would conveniently fit all perſons and places where the Goſpel 
might come to be received andſetled ; and therefore the Wiſdom of 
Chriſt hath left things of that nature wholly undetermined. + 

This-is a thing taken. for granted,” and wholly without any.Divine 
Ground to Warrant it, and is1n the reaſon of the thing irfelf infuffict- 
ent; for we'find nothing in command or praQtiſe by. the A 
ſetling the Chriſtian Ciches, but what will 2 . 
or People in the World. He that will fay, That t 
ſpel, as we there find it jrotiſed and required, ,willaatagrec 
place;z -may,with as much reafoh, if not more, ſay, Thatletece 
of the Goſpelit ſelf, in the general belief of it, will not age © to that 

laces: '. —; oat > n&þ "2s = 

,Þ Theſe things make'it evident, that the Order and Diſcipline we find 
ſetled inthe Goſpel; Chutches, in the Apoſtles rime, muſt needs fir 
every place and people, and can do no hurt any where, , Fiſt, Ithigh- 

Jy tends to heighten 4nd compleat the duty incumbent on all Maral 3: 
Natural Relations ; that which@vrift hath appdinted to preſerve order 

C _ amnongft 


him (as ſome have fully done) Lord over the whole New-Tefta- 
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' among Chriſtians 28 Chriſtians, wil never binder, but Farther it amoneft 


. — mech as men, Secondly, The power upon which Chrifts:Rulez#ſetled 


in bis Church, is founded, is wholly Spiritual, -it can never do any vio- 
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tence to mankind, 'nor claſh wit any.tumaye power, becauſe that is. | 


_ the Boundery of it./, Thirdly, The thing dehgned #nd attained bythe 
Order of theGoſpel-Chinchy isno more than to preſerve men ina re- 
gular cappeity to enjoy all Chrits Ioftitutions; and thereforehe that 
will ſay, This Ozder will not ſuit avy Nation, muft ſay in effe&, None 
of- Chriſts-Inftitutions-will agree to-that Nation.. Fourthly, There is 
- nothing in Chiifts Government of his.Church, that is properly relative 
td the Political Government of a State, or does any way determine the. 
form-of -it, bt-it- may' be equally exerciſed under-any Government 
whatſoever. The Religious policy of the Jews did highly relate to the 
State, and was.commixed with-it, and-the fame Government of that 
Church. could not have been had without a. ſutable conformity. of the 
Statetoit, and ſocould nat well reach beyond that Nation, and pecu- 
- Har Conniry and People. But the Goſpel-Church, and the Rule 6f 


it, is grounded upon quire other terms, and hath its firſt Principle in - 
- that ſaying of our Saviour, Where ever two or three are met together in. 


my Name, there am 1 inthe midſt of them; And there is no place, nor 
xople under the Sun, but where, with much advantage, the order of 
Ge Golpel, as well as the Goſpel it ſelf, may be introduced. - 
F ſecond thing made to propup this pover inthe Magiltrate, is, Be- 
cauſe of- the wonderful difficulty we find in the New-Teſtament about 
mattersof this nature. This I acknowledge ſhould pur us upon muca 
enquiry, end great indulgence to each other, but 1 cannot yeeldit a 
oood reaſon to eltzbliſh a viſible. Judge to ſertle.a Civil Pope j for at 
laſt upon the ſame grounds. it will be found out, that the Scripture in 
DoRtinals is obſcure too, -and ſo the Magiſtrate muſt be likewiſe an. 
- Umpue ip thoſe things, and finally in all. Were gnce all theſe Carnal In- 
reſts, and Political GFheerns that are now twiſted-into the Government 
of the Church,laid by,it would be fonnd a thing very feafible to deduce. 
from.S ripture Pre and Example, ( limited to no particular: caſe in 
ET Fit) aſytteme of Eccleſiaſtical Rule; ſufficient for the 0b- 


things. 
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-  If.the-Magifr + have likewifes father -payerts ſappreſs 41l. Errors 

and Herefics,: and to eftablifls.by force the Orthodox® Truth (the Rule _ 

of which mult needs be-wbat- be thinks'to be fo.) :this will inevitably 
here.gan bemever any ſuch thing, 48 Liberty of Conſcience 


7 


follow, that GN5re gan U verey 
in-any cale,- 'or-Myewany terms in: the: wartd;:; under s Chryſtuen Alagh» 
firare, -he _ ne ſuffer to-tolerite zny' thing but. what he thioks pun- 
vellyaight 2 1 go; one nl nn bear ry Heil, te 8 2 
- Ifhe be the proper Judge entruſted, firſt to judge, -and-then to exe- | 
cute his Judgment: with the Temporal Power ; all Libetty; to whoſo- 
ever is ngt,of bis mind, "Is perfe&ly gone-1 [This isine:otber than'to - 
makethe Magiltrate's Power a meer ſnguiftion ; And by this means 4 
Chiiſtian Magiſtrate Wil prove a'marueliom bert to much of the-Church 
where he governs ; Gor, unleſs you will ſuppoſe all the--Tyuth, and all 
ſound Chiiſtians to be included in whathe eſtabliſhes for Orthodox ; if 
there baahy -Truth,- or true ProfeſſorF" of Chriſtianity amongRall.the 
other Opinions he perſecutes, they are-ſure-to beſhfferers;. wn , 
evesfall out, -thatall thoſe that are not of:the Magiſtrates Opinion, hat] 
aie: ting under one of Gallio's temper, thanundet a-Magiftrate ſo: 
ratifing | Dy pe ror 
. Theſe large poſitions about the Magiſtrates Power, have no viſible 
ground for themſelves in the Goſpel ; and when tis ſaid; thoreaſon, of _ | 
itis, becauſe there was no Chriſtian Megiſtrate till longafter, endif 4 
little mention is madeof his! Anthority-in theſe thingh; there' is ino= ' 
thing ſaid that can be any wayſatisfaRory ; becaufe;whatpower ſoever 
any ſhall exerciſe in gr over the Goſpel-Church to the end of theworld, 
muſt have itsriſe and derivation from-.what was then eſtabliſhed by 
Chiiſt and his Apoſtles. However they ate ſure of 2. populat accep- 
tance: --_. r Sor 24-2268 36 B73 3: x08 1 $4 F 
Firſt, Becauſe they bring us to vifble Judge; and a bhomane cer- 
tainty, which moſt men had rather be at,. than- 4 laborious enquiry 
after divine Truth, in the way God hath reavealed it-in the Scrip- 
tres, 2; ; $f%, 2 
. . And ſecondly, Becauſe they are poſitions, that land ug ins very ſafe 
harbour,and free us from any danger of fuffering:aboutthole things;. 
he that thinks it his-duty to be always of the Magiſtrates Religion, isſo 
ſecured in that duty ,thatno Religion can ſubly;ever hurt him;and - 
who ever thinks the/ Magiſtrate is Gods ſubRitutezto determine all mar- 
ters of Religion, as he pleaſeth, muſt needs thipk it a duty to be of 
his mind. | | a0 Pad. 
The ſecond Extream about the Magiſtrates Power, is. in-afferting 
the Magiſtrate to have ample chyrerns about Religion, and a | wh , 
| -D ſuficieot | 
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| cifed; isin n wncudl yto the Church ; har i is, heya | 
determine, and he is | in Gecre they ate to-be bioery, and he is to be 
- their hand : $ | As*the- firl © Mogi | tans pre eten py. ett, Ke tr #1 Eccle- 


which No ig of Rome bas rnflave fo chof =oby . gra ; 
chriſt could never have been ſetledi in bis _— iS; Kingdoms had not 
thus given up their power-to himg, How ſhamefully upon his pretence, 
that the Civil power muſtbe Cf my to the Ecclehaftical, have the 
Popes of [Rowe brought The and Empetours, not 'only to etmploy 
ower asthey pleaſed,” but to ſuffer all the ſcorns and indi oſt 
imaginadte2 ' The tory of. what Hildebrand did the Ent» 
perour Hexry,and many others, do > aged antly (hew'this. The ttuth is, 
- hecernat Conjun&ion of the Temporal Power with the Spiritual, 1s 
that which kind inatle all: EcclefGiaſtical Regiment odious and unfayoury 
Weh6ne of the world in all Ages, and hath'hed no other effec, but | 
+ under 2'/pretext of the power of the Goſpel, -to- 
erimple-( by gs power of the World) mankind under their feet, Thar 
the Civil Erare- oupht not to employ his powes inſuch a ſub-oxdi« 
- nation, let theſe things be conſidered: 

"Firſt, -This is to ſuppoſe, either an inſufficiency in-that Spiritual 
Pones which Chrift did at firſt leave in his Charch, 'or elſe that he fails 
tn thirPtomiſe of being with them to the end of the world; and continuing , 
his Preſence, to make his Laws effeRual: for-the'end they are intended: 
Chriſt hath appoitited the means of Converting men to the Goſpel, to 
be the preaching of  it.to them : If you will compel men by the Civit 
- Porver to become Converts, it plainly intimates, we judge Chrifts way 
" inſufficient, and uſe the other! as what we judge a better. As Chaift 
bath appointed Preaching the Goſpeh; as the great means to bring men 
into the Church-z fo he hath appointed Excommubication, as thegrear 
means to-caſt offenders out ofthe Chureh z and force is as unreaſonable 
in the one,'48 in the other. - The outward advantages.a-man has by be- 
- coming a Chriſtian, lye $in the enjoyment of all Chriſts Inſtitutions ; 

and-che puniſhment-of alt Goſpet-crithes,. Iye ity being caſt- ont from 
thaſe piviledges, and tindergoivg the weight Kd Chrifi (hall lay upory 
the: 
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- the Conſcience thereby. When perſom is exc 
ver him.over tothe Temporal.,power; to be 60 
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| never gave her, 


cutions ; 'tis to arm the Church with Weapons © 
28d to make her a Military, rather thana SpititualSociety. Fe, 

Thirdly, . Suppoſe But this truth, ThataH Charcheszieven the purefz 
are in the execution of Chriſts Laws,fallible and lyable to miſtake z this: 
DoRtcine bath. a marvellous tendency.-to bring the Magiſtrate under 
oxett tranſgreſſton, and each Chriſtian under a poſſibility of-ſuch-bon. Q 
dage, as the Goſpel no where impoſes on him :;/ IF aman be uvjaffly cali 
out of a Church,and the Magiſtrate proceeds againſt bin, he executes an- 
evik Sentence; and does-it blindfold, being by this DoQtrine an Officer: ' 
no way competent;. nor in any capacity to-make a judgement of the 
truth, orerror of it, and ſo cannot poſſibly eſcape a greater fin,. A'Chii= 
ſian unduly caſt out,of a Church, hath this ſecutity ggainit-ſuch apro-+ - 
ceeding, that Chriſt will never ratifie it upon bis Conſcience 3 -but by: 
this manner of execution, he is ſufe, whether the Senterice be right. op . l 
no, - ta. fall-under as heavy an outward ſuffering, as the. Magiſtrates | 
Sword can inflig,ypon him; And by this means it will come to paſs,, »- 
that men (tall bEmore: dangerouſly concerned; in-theis-lives art e= * 
Rates, by being in the Church, then by beigg M:mbers'of any:Society; 
ryhatſoever.. - SROGNEDY ES "> M 

The Third Extream in this matter, lyesamongft thoſe, who ſay, T hap: 
the Magiſtrate: hatb- nothing at all to do: about Religion :. This yes very, *N 
wide £romtruth,and cannot inſucha- general Robtion. be mate. good; jg; , 
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complicatedfitxtion of aChriſtian, and a Magiftrate to others, ſhould 
| relative-to thetr Spiritual good, *wwere to ſay the Magi- 


- ;Thirdly, To ſay the Magiſtrate kong © about Religion, is 
oi deny Ghar bak baths praQiſed by the Lig Nature before the 
_ Law; was ptactiſedanderthe Law ſuitable to that diſpenſation, and 
beth commanded, and: commended, -and is to be practiſed under the 
Goſpely ſutable to this diſpenſation, and is-foretold as a bleſſing ſo to 
be, and'in'fa& bath been ſo ever ſince there hath been a Magiſtrate 
Chriſtian in the world, | i" 
- - Having thus Tohfidered thefe hurtful. extreams about the Magiſtrates 
Power, the laſt rhing. to:come under conſideration, will be the due 
bounds'of a Magiſtrates:Power under the Goſpel, that is, boy far a Ma- 
ciſtrate,beivg Chriſtian; may improvedly exerciſe his natural power for 
the advantage atid benefit of the Goſpel, and wherein he Rands bound- 
ed and abliged not to proceed ;* the Stcrvings right ſtate whereof, 
throughk.the torrentof theſe Extreams, Will be of fngular moment to 
the marterinhand.'' i OE A 
- We have ſeen that the power of a Heathen and IHbciſtian Mags. 
frate differs nothing at all 1g kind ; a Heathen Magiſtrate hath the fame 
right, and is bound'to'do as much in Religion as a Chriſtian, ovly the 
one -having'more knowledge of God and his Mind, is bound impro. 
vedly toex:Iciſe his power accordingly : the firſt thing 8 Chriſiian 2a- 
£iſtrars (tifids bound to doforthe-good of Religion, 'is to afford the 
. Chutrcheg 
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tions of Chriſt ; "He is to give them reſt, that they-may be edified,.and 
- walkin the Comforis of the Holy Ghoſt, and lead quierand-peaceable 

| lives, ip all godlineſs and honeſty » This, as. tis a ſpecial blefſi ng the 
Charch does not often efoy, - ſo-'tis one chief part-of«thie benefit 
. it. receives by Chrifttan Rulers: And: this the Light*of Natore ill 
eaſily guide a Magiſtrate to do for any Religion, of the truth of which 
heis perſyaded. In the Afﬀermative, he isTiot only toſee that the Go= 

ſpel be preached, and all under him fully ioftruGed/jn-the truths there 


of : to unite all Chriftians,'and aS-much-as4n him lyes,” preſerve peice ; 


- in the Church, to'encoutase thoſe, he finds moſt zealons, conſtant; and 
fincere in the profeſſion of the Goſpel, and by "his own example to lead 


forth his Subje&ts in all ſound Orthodox Profeſſion and Practice :: But: 


to.comprehend all in one, He is to endeavourin a Goſpel-way, to ſes 
all the Laws of Chriſt putiin execution, and as muchas in himlyes, ſe& 
his Will donie in the World; he is ſo far fron being bound te:execure; 
@ooly what the Church will have him, that he'is- to. over-ſee their pro- 
ceedings, and to take care, as Chrifts-chief Officer inthe World, that 
all things in the Chucch be duly, and according to Chriits appointment 
adminiftred . The Apoſtles words ate general and full,” Zet every ſoul: 


| | be ſubjef} tothe higher Powers: Wheteſoever the highe(@power is, ivmuſt: 


needs be ſo, unteſs you Will havEs higheſt, and:@ bigheR,' which will 
breed inevitable confuſion; the Civil power bidding a mando one thing: 
and the Eccleſiaſtical another. it bath everin -fa& been-ſo ; bur uader- 
the Roman Church, where the Emperours were made belieye,that 'rwas: 
the higheſt piece of Religion, voluntarily ts yield up their Powerto the: 
Church, and ſubmit to her direQtion for the uſe of it, which a+ firlFthey. 
confeſſed, was inherent in the Emperours, and not in the Church,” Bes 
fore the Law, not only he Power, but the Exerciſe of the-Priefthood: 
it ſelf, naturally fell into.the Magiſtrate : *Twas ſo in N»aby in Abras 
how, and in Melchiſedeck,, who was a King and a Prieft.. - Twas in 


Moſes, the Regal and Sacerdotal powers were both in bim, rillthey,vere-. 
by God divided between him-and Aavos ;. eves, fince which /time:the:. 


Exerciſes of Magiſtracy and Miniſtry have beef, and are tobediftin;. 
*Twas ſo likewite amopgſ the Heathens, Homer tells uvof: Princer and 
Heroes, that Sacrificed and performed the Worſhip to the Godds, - In: 


Rome *cwas maanifeſtly'ſo,. the firlt Rowan Kings did the like; -. Since: . 


. Magiſtracyand Mimnftry has been diſtinctly exetciſed, Rill the InſpeRi-- 


on and Regulation of Religion,and the Officers: Eccleſiatical;havebin.- 
in the Magiltzate,. Undey.the Law. tas plainly ſo,: -Under the Goſpel 
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pozuted: The manner ChriFt hath appointed beingas poktively obliging 
asthe matter ; and therefore the TemporahSword, when "is uſed by 
e Magiſtrates in the Concerns of the Goſpel, is the Dead Fly, that cor- 
ruÞts all their otherwiſe very laudable endeavours. Nor need.it ſeem 
frange, that a Magiftrate, ſhould have the care andover-light of that, 
wherein he is not to uſe the Temporal power ; 28 he is to:endeavour to 
ſce that done: by.others under the Goſpel, (as the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, and the like) which he 1s notco.do-in bis own perſon ; ſo 
he is to ſee that done by the Spiritual means Chr:#* hath appointed for 
3t, which he is. dy no means to force the doing of by. the Temporal po- 
w2t.He that thinks-the MMag:ftrate cannot be. uſeful toxhe Church with- 
* out the Temporal power, may with as: good reaſon ſay, That all other 
_ powets inthe Church are uſeleſs, where there ig not the Temporal Svord 
| ; 19 


: ry 


OS 


A 2 ; =. - pt 
toexecute them, All Societies Kt are under the Regularidh of the, 
higheſt power, but yet mayaR, and ought to do fo; by diſtin and pro- 
per wayes, and by means ſutable to each.” A Colledge of Phyſitians in 
a State,” are under the Regulament' of the higheſt Power ; and yet it 
were very abſurd to force themto give Phyſick; as a thing in it ſelf both 


unnatural and nnreaſonable, The caſe is much mote ſoin the Church, 


\Bor can any Inſtance fully reach it, becauſe the Church is a diftir.& 


thing of it ſelf, and hath powers proper and peculiar to it, in which ic 
is ſo compleat, that1t can ſubfiſt without the Magiſtrate, as irdid in the 
Primitive times, The Civi/ and Eccleſiaſtical Power, are things perfeR+ 


 1lyin themſelves diftinR, and” ought in —_—— to be kept [o. 


The bigheſt Power governs men,as ev, by the Temporal Sword, but,as 
Chriſtias,by the Spiritual, and by ſeeing all things done in Religion by 
thoſe Spiritual means Chriſt hath appointed ;- all ivhich means he may 
make uſe of,thougtr exerciſed by other hands than his own z; and till in 
a ſubordination to hin, as Chrifts chief Officer in the World, who hath 
the charge incumbent upon him, to ſee all that Chriſt hath commanded 


| duly put in execution : - But the Magiſtrate himſelf, with the power 


proper to him, which is the Temporal, is not immediately to a& any 
thing in the Church; what he does, is in a Collateral way ; that 
were to bring a neiv Officer into the Church, and a_ Power new and 
foureignto execute the Goſpel, contrary to the Nature, and totally de-' 
ſtruRive to the Being of 1t-'- The Magiſtrate bath wayes, ſuch as 


 Chrift thought ſufficient, to promote the good of Religion,and propagate 


the growth of the —_— without drawing the Civil Sword, which will 
make no more impreſſion in Spiritnal Concerns, than it vill. do upon a 
Ghoſt, that hath no real body. Tn the exetution of thoſe he ought ro 
acquieſce, but if not content therewith, -he will uſe the Civil powgr t5 
force men to Believe and Worſhip zccerding to his Light; and will 
take Offenders in tke Church, and puniſh them by his Temporal power ; 
What is this but to lord it over Gods Heritage,and to make the Goſpel- 
Church, and being a Member of it, a thing of oreater, outward,'carnal 
fear, bondage, and ſubjeRion to men, than ever the Law-was? This 
uſe of the Temporal power, is the ſting that wounds all Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, and torally overtkrowsit, If the Magiſtrate, where I live, be 
an Arriay, a Socinian, or in any ſuch error, while he enforceth this, but 
in a Goſpel-way, 28d. in Chiiſts way of enforcing Truth, only by In- 
ftru&ion and Perſwaſion ; this doth not mortally wound me, this does 
not Petere jugulum of my liberty to keep to the Truth*; but if he come 
to eſtabliſh it by the Civil Power, and by that ſuppreſs all elſe as error, 
my liberty in a Ciffering perſwaſion is totally gone. The adminting the 
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Xagiftrate to uſe the Temporal power in executing bis judgment about - 
Religion, buriies every man out of the world that is not of his mind : 
forwnatſoever will make a man an Heretick, will bring a man to the 
| Stake, and every opinion, that is not the dagriffrares, mult needs make 
a m:nſo. If Chiiſt have enjoyned the Femporal Power to beuſed, it 
muſt have its utmott effe&, not only upon Hereticks within, but much 
more upon thoſe that are Infidels without the Church, If the {agiſtrate 
bz appointed to uſe ſuch a Power, he muſt not tolerate any thing upon 
any terms, nor exempt it from the laſh of that Poiver. Where will he 
find « Rule in the Goſpel, to bear with ſome kind.of Hetefjes, and not 
with others > He muſtnot make ſubmicring to « Civil povalny, to come 
penſate for an Herefie, unlefs Chiifthad appointed that as the puniſh. ' 
ment of it; That's a ſelling of fin, and making a bargain for iniquity, 
for his own advantage and Profit, That therefore which the Aag:ſtrate 
under the Goſpel may not do ( and without him Iam ſure the Church” 
cannot do) in which Negative reſtraint upon him, all Liberty of Con- 
ſcience is comprehended, and the Freedom Chr; hath ſo dearly and 
fully purchaſed, compriſed ; and-which is chiefly intended to be made 
good by this Diſcourſe, ſhall be declared in this following Poſtzon ; 
which is : . 


That no Prince, nor State, onght. by 
force to compel men, to any part of 
the Doctrine, Yor ſhip, or Diſcipline 

of the Goſpel. | 


' Fhe proof of which (hall [ye in the Reaſons following. Firſt, 'Tis 
a thing againſt the light of Nature ſo to do; and if the Magiſtrates 
Power be grounded in the Light of Nature, then to do a thing againſt 
that Light of Nature, muſt needs be very Heterogeneal, and wholly out 
of his. compaſs ; it muſt needs be againſt the common Light and Reaſon 
of mankind, ro force me to believe a thing wholly outof the compaſs 
of my knowledge and capacity, and which Nature reveals not to me. 
Such are all Goſpel-Truths, they are not like the matters of the Moral 
Law, but they are things purely Supernatural, and of- divine Revelati= 
on; ſuch things as from the beginning of the world, eye hath not ſeen, 
nor car heard; nor never entered into any mans heart to cer hc : 

| | Taxle 


# 


for that purpoſe, Secondly, *Tis impoſſible, becauſe force upon men 


eternal good orill is only concerned ; where it is not to be imagined, 
' that Tcan have any aim, but my own Salvation, and can hurt none by 


 / 
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Thefethings the Apoſile ſaith, vyemd; I -arbouni;: A man with al © 
the endowments of Nature diſcerneth not,. becauſe they are only Spiriuall y 
diſcerned, No man can call Jeſus the ChriR, - bat by the Holy Ghoſt, ' 
Will you puniſh a man for not having the Holy Ghoſt ?- That is no yay 
in his power to get, but is like the ivind, that bloweth where and when 
itliſts, *Tis a firange contradiction to our common reaſon, to force 
men abour things whotly unknown to them, and ont of their oivn power, 
If force ſhould be uſed at any time, it ſhould be to bring men from Pa- 
gauiſm to Chriſtianity, for without that we cannot be ſaved ; but when | 
once Chriſtians, we may be ſaved under different apprehenhions ; And 
yet we may not force a man to be a Chr;#sas : Firſt, Sh 'tiS unlaw- 
ful ; And Secondly, becauſe '*cis impoſlible, *'Tis not lawful, becauſe 
*6is not Chrifts way of making Chriſt:ans,nor a means by him appointed 


will never beget, or change Principles or Opinions. And as we ſhould 
not force men at the fuſt to the Goſpel, becauſe till God reveals it, we 
are wholly ignorant of it : So we ſhould not force men, that are under 
the Goſpel, to any thing they believe not ; for they are as great ſt:an- 
oers ſtil! to every farther attainment of knowledge-in the Goſpel;rill 
God pleaſe to reveal it,as they were at firſt to the whole; and therefore 
the Apoſile calls us to patience in theſe things, one with another, til God 
pleaſe to reveal himſelf. The light of Nature muſt needs condemn that 
practice, 'for another to force me about ſuch things, wherein my own 


my Belief, but my ſelf, When I bave nſed rational ſutable means to 
inform another, I ought to acquieſce, it being nota ſuppoſition to be 
made, that a man would willingly de6gn that which he knows will be 
his own ruin, aud which will hurt no body but himſelf. He that forceth 
me to a Religion, makes me hate it, and makes me think, there wants 
reaſon and other evidence to evince it. Nature abhors compulſion in ' 
Religious things, as a ſpiritual rape upon the Conſcience. No man by 
the light of Nature was ever angry with another, for not quitting his 
Conſcience, till his judgment was ſutably informed, becauſe every 
man finds it an impoſlibility in himſelf ſo ro do. Thar which ſome lays 
That though we may not. force men to believe, yet men may be forced tothe 
ontward means of believing, is very little to the purpoſe : 'For if by our- 
ward means, they mean a bare outward zR, diſtin froth any Religious 
Worſhip, no doubt Superiours may command it-: But if they mean any 
Religious means, if the means be ſuch, as my' Conſcience is not._ſa- 
tisfied in,- I ought not a a © to it; if it be ſuch, as I am fs 
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tisfied in, foree is altogether NS and it belongs not 
coutſe, ELeS 
| Szcondly, To uſe force in Religion, is wholly unlawful 1n any hand 
Fhatevet, beciuſe 'cis no means appointed by Chriſt to bring aboutany 
Goſpel end ; For'the Magiſtrate to enferce the Laws of the Goſpel by 
Temporal power, ot compel men'into- the, Gefpel by ſuch a power, is 
ro i&t without the lealt precept or preſident, and to-induce an Engine 
to--execute the, Goſpel, contrary to the nature of Chrii# Kingdome 
(ivbiEh 18 not of this world ); and contrary to the nature of all Goſpel- 
Inſtitutions. The Magiſtrate, as he ſhould be careful to ſee the Goſpel 
\ put inexecution ; ſo,in the minner,Chr:i# in his wiſdom hath appointed 
\ forthe doing of it, which is by kis own Inſtitutions,and his own-ipviſible 
power operating and working With them : The great rule of the Goſpel, | 
18 a rule of the Spirit in the hand of Chr:ſt as Mediator ;z: and 'tis a.rule 
in the hearts and ſpirits of men': and toſer up a rule by any humane 
pawer, over any. part of the Goſpel, is highly to derogate from that 
mediatory dominion of Chriſt; Nay to uſe force, 1s not only to a&t 
without, but againſt the declared mind of Chriſt, - Does not Paul pofi- - 
tively deliver this > That the weapons of the Goſpel are not carnal, bat ſþi- 
Titnal, and mighty through God, *Tis not Faggots and Halters, but Spi- 
xizual means, by which men are both to be brought in, and caſt out of 
the Goſpel-Church. "Tis Hearing, ang not forcingy by which Faith is 
. wrought. The Sword of the Spiyit is the weapon by which Chris 
does all, yea, by which he will defixoy Antichiift, the greateſt Goſpel- 
enemy the world hath produced. Amongſtall the Arguments,that are 
brought to prove the compulſatory power of the Magiſtrate under. the 
Goſpel, the greateſt weight is laid upon'the praRice of the Kings of 
1ſrael and Fudab, and what they did under the. Lay in compelling men 
to the Worſhip. of God then eſtabliſhed : In the due confideration. 
whezeof, we ſhall find the -truth in hand no way invalidated, and that 
what was then done by the Kings of 1ſrae/ and Fudeb,cannot reaſonably 
be made a rule to Magiſtrates now nnder the Goſpel, and that the A- 
nalogy will no way hold, may be made appear, both from the different 
ation and poſture thoſe Kings were in, from all Magiſtrates now,and 
alſo from the different condition of 'the Church then and now, and ma- 
ny circumſtances peculiarly relating to both, Firſt, The Worſhip and 
Policy of: the Fews, King Jo it ſelf Typical, and repreſentive of what 
was to come hereafter ; their Government was likeiviſe ſo,and in theix 
Kings very eminently : That David and Solomon did very plainly in the 
Type repreſent the Kingly dominion of Chriff, none will deny ;, and 
. *uz4s plain, that'the yery Throne of David it ſelf, upon which the ſuc- 
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tiepmallel of whatthoſe Kings did then, -Bebdes, the Magiſtratical 
power was ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the Jewſh Charch.Policy, ſo mix- 
ed, thatircould not- be- upheld without it, the:very Municipal Law 
of the Nationwas their pigs : He that was Chief in the Stace, muſt 
necdsbe Head of the Church, They were a Holy People, living in 2 
Holy Land, appointed to Worſhip inone Holy. City, :and in one Holy 
lace of that City, and to offer upon oneAltar in that Holy place, The 
Chutch of the Goſpel is totally of another nature, perfe&tly diftin& 
from the Civil-State, canwell ſubfilt without a relation to ir, and is no 
' way-injtermixed in-ics Concerns With it ; And therefore to ſay all Magi. 
ſtrates nb, muſt do as thoſe did, that govern'd ſuch a mixed, compli- 
tated Chiureb and Starr if he; carries -propotion-'@t all: of reaſon or 
equity in it; mote then if # min ſhould argue from a Par 74tio, that 
what Moſes did at firſt among rhe Fews (who was King in Feſheron)that 
| Kings may now-do among Chriſt:9ns under the Goſpel, a 
- --Laftly,” What was then done, was by Gods Command, and wasin a 
way ſutable 10 theframe and fate-of rhe Church the Jews were im- 
bodicd in, and lay chiefly it bringing men from Idolatry to the Wor- 
ſhip of the true God 3 ( for-in differences between Set and Seh a- 
- mongſt themſelves, there was nothing, that we find, done at any yme, 
they continued till our Saviours time;) and putting ſuch a kind of Wor- 
ſhip in'execution; asJay in outward carnal. Services, and wis in every 
minute particular,”exaRtly ſet down, and determined, Firſt,” The tate 
of the'Goſpel-Church now, is wholly differing from what that was, and 
is ſettled upot clear other grounds and principles: Secondly, Here is 
no command in the Goſpel for the Magiſtrate todo any thing of that 
natire,'. Thirdly, Let it be granted as truth, that ip parity of reaſon, . 
becauſeMagifirats were appointed to take care of Religion then, they 
are todo ſo (till; it muſt of neceſſity be granted alſo, that they muſt do 
it- by the means appointed by Chr;/t under the Goſpel, as they did here- 
tofore, by thoſe God eppointed under the Lai. It is an Inference very 
infirm; That becauſe the Kings of /ſrae/ and Judah compelled men by 
Gods own appointment, to acknowledg the rrue God and forſake Ido 
6 lafty, therefore Magiſtrates nom may not only Without, but-againſt 


Ehri#s commands, and the whole tenor of the'New Teſt:zment, com- 
pel men to the Spiritual Belief and Worſhip of the Goſpel, The truth 
1s, the Civil power ef the Magiſtrate is no means of Chrifts appointing, 
for the carryingon of the drggr 4 ; the Goſpel in the very niture of ir, 
caries an Anti 1-2 due | 

this Declaration, #e 


1 eutward force, Inſtead of aff the tem- 
eojjordt puniſhments under the Lav, Chrif makes 
that belicves ſhall be ſaved, and be that believes bak | 
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and Wrath'to come, before men, and by his Spirit working upon, and 
convincing the Conſcience, Works more' admirable effes upon men 
that ay, than all the outward puniſhments in the Werld could: ever 
bring about; The Word of Chriſt quick and powerful, and ſharper than 


Nm | (32) - q LR . 
ſhalt' berdanmed ; That's the language of the Goſpel;' Chil ſets elly 


any two-edged Sword ; and can drvide between tbe' Soub and the Spurit, the 
Foynts and the Marrow, #nd is adiſceruer of the thougbts and. imients of the 


Heart. We have in the Hebrews, a very perfe& account of Gods deal- 
ing with men under the Law, and now under the Goſpel, and the plain 
difference'in the manner of the one and the other, Heb. no, 28, 29. 


He that deſpiſed the Law of Moſes, died without mercy, winder two'or three + 


Witneſſes : Of how much - ſorer puniſhment, 'ſuppoſe ye;-ſhalhe be thought 
worthy, who hath troden eoder- fac Fg pc Cod, Rh connted Ep 
blood of the Catenant an wnholy thing, and done deſpite nntothe Spirit of 
Grace? Here is the higheſt offence imaginable againſt the Goſpel ; and 
the puniſhment, as 'cis clear in the next verſes, - is not Corporal, but 
Spirituall and Eternal, and to fall' into the hands of the living God 
himſelf to execute it. 'He that broke Moſes Law, fell but into the hand 
of many, and ſuffered corporal death; but this offence under the Go< 
ſpzl brings a man to fall into the Hand of God for eternal death. The 
\ ſorer puniſhment he ſpeaks of, cannot be outward or corporal, for there 
can bz no ſorer- puniſhment of that kind, than what was inffliaed under 
Moſes's Law, to-put a'man to:death,. and+therefore he ſpeaks of ano» 
ther puniſhment in the nature of it. So Piſcator apon:the place (Gru- 
viors ſupplicis ſcilicet Eterno) the Supream' puniſhment under the Law, 
was inflited by Moſes upon the body, ſutable-to that outward ſtate of 
things; that ſorer puniſhment for offences under the Goſpel, acord- 
ins to the nature of it, is inflited by God himſeff: npon the Soul eter» 
pally; and ſo the kinds of the puniſhments under the: Law andthe Go» 
ſ pel, be vs to the offences. relating toexch, arc here: clearly diftio- 
euiſhed, | | 

Thoſe Scriptures that are uſually urged out of the Neyv Teſtament, 
to-juſtifie Compulſion in the Migiſtrate, and corporal puniſhment for 
Spiritual offences, are of. ſo little cogency,; and {aapparantly wreited: 


from their native ſenfe, that every eye\may: (if unpiejudiced) per. 
ceive it. . I will inflance-in two .orthree of thoſe, chiefly tnfhſed agds 


«Mr. Prize, and thoſe who earneftly contend that Way. £4narias and. 
Saphira were firuck to death by Peter : therefare-corporal puniſhment 
25:to be ivflited under the Goſpel. Whois there'thar:dees nat ſee that: 
waole buſineſs to be miraculous and extradrdinary, as the healing the: 
Lame apd the Blind was ?. Firft) The punifumzpt.is whollyextraordyu 
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"way; and Tecondly, the ground of it ſo: For'it was upon} 2 Judgment 
pafied'on Hypocrifte; and Evi latent in the heart. However,if we will 
continue that Power to any'nolv, we mult (I hope) derive it to the 
Church,and not to the Magiſtrate, Another Scripture earnefily urged, 
is tharvf -our Saviour, Luke 19; 27. But thoſe:mine Enemies, which 
would ' not rhat* 1* ſhould: raign over them, bring them \buher, and ſlay 
rhem before-me, This ſpeech relates to the Paruble before, which is 
of # Noble-man going into a far Countrey, to receive 2 Kingdom, 
and to return," and-then to take an account of -all his' Servants, 
what they had done in his abſence. © What can be more clear, than 
« that this Parable is ſpoken to ſet forth Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven, and his Return to-Judgement, 'in the end of the World? And 
this place is a clear Propherick expreſſion of that Judgement. Chriſt 
will then execute upon his Enemies both Jewes and Gentiles, The 
words of Calvin upon this place are 'very expreſs this way, and in. 
deed *cis not poſſible-to. interpret it.any other ; his words are theſe, 
1s thus ſccond, Part he ſeemeth ſpecialty ro reprove the Jews, yet he toucheth 
all, which'in the abſence of the Maſter-do bend themſelves to fall away, And 
Chrift.purgoſed n0t only to terrific ſuck with denouncing of horrible Venge. 
ance ; but alſoto keep his in wry wr Obedience. For ut 15 #0 light tempra- 
1521 to ſee.the Kingdom of God ſhakgn by the faithleſineſs of many. There. 
fore that we might remain quiet amongit ſo many tumalrunny flirrs, Chiiſ 
ſaith; That be will come again, and will berevenged at bis coming, of that 
#ngodly falling away, * \ + | ET 

Another Scripture preſſed to ſerve for,the proof of this, is that 
wiſh, nt Command, of Pauls, in-Gal, 5,12. 1 would they were even 
ent off that trouble you. This makes as little for 'the purpoſe as the 
other, Some amongſt -the Galathians highly preſſed the obſervation 
of the JewiſhWorthipupon-them, in Circumciſion and other things ; 
the Apoſtle 'beſpedks them to a Goſpel--puviſhment, m the Jeri 
language ; Caſting-out under the Goſpel, comes in the room of Cut- 
ting-off under the Law ; the Apoſtle means a Goſpel-rejeRion, un- 
der the Jewiſh termg of cutting-off, which was oppoſitely exprefled to 
. tboſe rhat preſſed the obſervance of the Law, So Be&#uponthe place, 
Pauls ad pellicals ſeflidnem alludit, quam ipfi urgebant, And a ligtle af- 
ter, Poſſum iftud de Excommunicatione ſimplicirer intellegrre, qudtn fuit 
ila.inceftuoſs Corinthii. Nothing is more uſual, than to expreis Goſpel 
matters in the Typical language of -the Femiſh Church. So the Saints 
are called: Priefts 3 their Alms, Sacrifices'; and 'We ar&did-ro 6at-the 
Paſiruer.. And ſo in. that: famous place of our Saviour, where he'bids 
us; If aw Offender refuſe "ts" hrar the Church, to comm him as an Heathen 
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/ minand a Publicas. Ta nothing 2:Golpet-Precept:e 
_ Fewiſh,diale&, Ofas little moment,ar leſs af it may be, to the: e 
: Jeriſh are the 6ther Scriptures infilted on. Let the New Of a 


do good to all men, and to give ne offence, neither to Jew nor Gentile, 
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be but fairly.dealt with, and ſyffer'd to enjoy its own native ſenſe, and 
we ſhall not find a word to-countenance the execution of the Laws of 
the Goſpel by Temporal force, nor to infli upon any mar corporal 


puniſhment, for a Spiritual offence ,committed in-the Church, * Our 


Saviour dire&ly tells Plate | and Paw! to Tiezvthy calls it a good con 
ſeſſion” That his Kingdom # not of this World ; (he means,no doubt;the 
Kingdom of the Goſpel) and therefore his Empire would no.way invade 
Cefars ; though pe Fews told Pilate, If be let Chriſt go, be was none of 
Ceſers friend. s meaning vas, That his Kingdom, as Head of his 
Church, was a Spiritual Kingdom,diſtio& from the World : and that as 
God governed the World by the Temporal power, in the hand of the 
Magiſtrate ; ſo Chriſt governs his Kingdom by the Power of his Spirit, 
and by Officers and Inſtitutions wholly different and diftin& from the 
World, and ſutable toſuch a Dominion, Nothing fince Chriſt's Aſcen- 
Gon hath more diſturbed the Chriſtiax World, or ought more diſorder 
into Religion, than mixing thoſe two Dominions in their diſtin pow= 
ers; thatof the 'World, and this of the Church together : 'ris ab(o- 
lutely neceflary to keep theſe Powers diftin& atd ſeveral. The Mgq- 
giſtrate \vill be moſt uſeful to the Church, by keeping the Civil Power 
inits due bounds ; and the Church will be moſt ſafe and ſecure in the 
uſe of its Spiritual weapons. Let the Sword of Juſtice govern in one, 
and the Sword of the Spurit in the other, and men will be moſt happy 
in both, £ : | 
That the Laws made to punith Offenders corpoxrally under the Few:ſþ 
Church, are not now to be executed without making our ſelves. debtors 
to the whole Law, ſufficiently appears, Take an Inſtance in that Law 
about putting Idolaters to death, where, if we conſider the circumſtances 
attending it, we ſhall find it impoſſible, nay tinlawful now to be exe- 
cuted : Whoſoever tempted another to Idolatry, was not to be conceal- 
ed; but the perſon tempted was obliged to kill him himſelf, whether. 


be were bis Brother, Son, Wife,or whatever Relation it were. Jn the 


12 of Newt, verſe 9. Thou ſhalt ſurely kell him, thy hand ſhall be firſt upon. 
him tb the hand of all the people, ard they ſhallſflone bims. And - wg 
wards ve find there, whole Cities of Idolaters are tobe razed to the 
eround,. and their, Children and Cattfl utterly deſtroyed. Theſe are 
Laws, that cannot be nov executed-under the Goſpel ;_ nay, they are. 
fo:bidden ; for we are bid to walk in Piſdoms to theſe that are without, 16 
Nay, 
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BTR Ce egy: 
Niy; Believing Huzbands and'Wives, are bid to live-with.theit-Unbee 
lieving Relations, in hopes toconvert them. Who can avoid, ſecing 


that theſe Puniſhments, as-well as the Promiſes, were relative to that 
People, and that ſtite of things, to preſerve them from the reſtvf the 


' World, and expired with thedifiin&ion of Few and Gemtile. 


- Thus I have endeavoured to oppoſe the Magiſtrates uſing the Civil-- 
Power to force Religion under the.Goſpel. Fuſt, Becauſe *cis againſt 


the Light of Nature ; And ſecondly, * Tis not only without, but againſt - 


the Command of the Goſpel ſo to do, Famous is that ſaying of T ertwl- 
lian to Scapnia ; It appertaineth unto the Authority of the Law of Man, 


- and' Nature, that every man worſhip as he thinkgth good ; and one mans R;- 


ligron doth not hurt, nor prof another + nether is it any Mce of Religion to 
gr ins Religion ; which muſt be undertaken by a man's own accord, and nit 
through violence... So thought Tertulkan antiently. So ſaith Latlantize, 
Who ſhall inferce me either to believe what 1 will not, or not to believe what 1 
will ? So ſaith Caſidor, Religion cannot be forced, And Bernard hath an 
excellent ſaying to the ſame purpoſe, Faith # to be planted by perſwaſion, 
wot obtruded by violence. © Bede tells -us, That here in England, fo ſoon as 


' King Ethelbert was converted by Auſ/ty the Monk, he made a Law, 


Fat none ſhould be compelled to Religion ; having underſtood that Chriſt's 

Service onght-to be voluntary, and not compelled, £ 
--A third Reaſon againſt uſing Force and Compulſron about things un- 
det the Goſpel, is, Becauſe -'tis not adequate tothe Malady ; for if the 
weaning be to make a man forſake Errour, and imbrace the Truth, *cis 
no Remedyſutable to the Diſeaſe,nor will it ever reach ſuch a Diltem- 
per, or eff:& ſuch a Cure. The Diſeaſe lies in the Scul, and in the Un- 
derRtanding ; the compelling and puniſhing the Bcdy will never help- 
it; the end will be wholly loſt: A man can never be forced to alter or 
imbrace an Opinion, 'he may deny it, or conceal it ; but if he had a 
defire, through fear, or other ſlaviſh conſiderations, to do it, yet he 
cannot, and ſo a man is compelled to an impoſſibility. This uſually 
makes Hypocrites; and at laſt Atheifts, but never makes a 1ight-Con- 
vert: So the Souls of men this way are endangered, the Devils In- 
tereſt promotes ; [Bit neither the Salvation of Souls, nor the Honour of 
God, by entargipg Triith; any way furthered. He that uſcth no other . 
"CMedinne but Force to me, makes a Lion and a Maſtiff-Dog as capable 
of converting me, -and Aving Las to my underſtanding, as he,” We 
arc bid to reftore perſons fallen into error, by a fpirit of matkyeſs, confidering 
our ſelvet, lefb we alſo be tempted. So Pani to Timothy, The Servant of the 
Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be entl to all men, in meekneſs inſirudting thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will give repentance, No man 
| eve 
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ever yet did atiy-good to himſelf « others, by forcing'a man againſt the 
Lay of his own Light and Reaſon. How many that through fear and 
oppreſſion have gone againſt theix Light, have repented openly, to the 
ſhame and diſgrace of thoſe who violently obtruded Principles upon 

them, contrary to what was natively and properlytheir own. . 
Take amongR many, one famious inſtance,recorded by Socrates in his 
Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory, The Emperour Yalens, by threats and menaces 


. to confiſcate and baniſh him, made Elz/izs Biſhop of Cyzicum turn Ar- 


rian, and approve the Decrees of the Council of Arminium. The ef- 
fect of it was, E/u/ims preſently fell into horror of Conſcience, openly 
at Cyzicum xecanting what-he had. done, crying out of the Emperouts 
unjuft-cruelty, and made all men [oath ſuch a proceeding. A late Au- 
thor undertakes to juſtifie the uſe of Force in Religion, from the Opi- 
nion of Saint Aftize, whoſe Opinion at fiſt, as is:well known, was, 
That it was no way lawful to uſe Force to men of differing Opinions in Re- 
{igioy. - The retraction of that, and the change of his mind was occaſi- 
oned by a-particular accidentat Hippo ;' and it may be, if we conſult all 
circumſtances, we ſhall find his laſt Opinion had more need of a re- 
tractation than his firft3 and yet at laſt he is very poſitive againſt all 
capital puniſhment, his words are, Nyllis ramen bonts, *T# « thing, 

ſayes he, that pleaſeth no pood man, that any Hereticksſhonld be put to 
death,” ' We may ſee by this, how men do curtail and enlarge theſe 
things, according to their intereſts and particular affe&ions, and ſet 
bounds at thetr own pleaſure ; ſome. are for one kind of temporal ſeve- 
rity, and ſome for another*: and ſo when we leave the Scriptures, that 
give no direction for any, -we loſe our ſelves, and wander as the fan- 

cies and intereſts of men lead ug. But the Authors words are theſe ; 

Though Force (ſaith Mt) will not remove the Error, yet it may prevent ts 
fpreading ; Though it do not take away the Cauſe, yet it hinders muſt of the 

miſchievous Effetts, The miſchievous effeRsg of an Opinion, is conhder- 

ed, as it relates to a man himſelf who is poſſeſſed with it, and as itte- 

lates to others,who may be by him infe&ed with it : Force doth in no- 

wiſe hinder the ſpreading of an Opinion ; for if a man be puviſhed for 

declaring to others what he thinks is right, and he thipks himſeK{bound 


in conſcience todeclare ; others are more eafily,taken, and by his ſuf- | 


ferings made mare pleaſed with his Notios,and ſooner become his Proſe- 
ltes, Inthe other caſe, he that forceth me:to deny my Opinion, {ins in 
doing it, but I fin likewiſe if. I comply with him : for ſuch miſchievous 
effects, as relate to the perſon himſelf poſſefſed-with an Opinion, bin- 
ders them not at all, unleſs you can convert him by it; for it either 


confirms him in one Error,or leads hidrinto'a worſe : If he ſtind it our, 
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zmdſuffer,hewill be the mote rooted in his perſwaſion byit,und/beapt 
to think want of Arguments' brings men to Club-Law-':* If he comply 
- vgainſt his Light; he runethen inro an apparent and certain evil 'rhat 
Way. But the Author proceeds, and tells'us, &r alittle timeue will wel 
move the canſe of the Error : Thar'isto ſay, Forcing men, if* you'do.it 
Tong enoughywill convert them ; and the reaſon he gives,is:this,Becanſe 
Paul ranks his Herefies among#t tqe works of the fleſh ;, and it is not ſeated 
fo ſolely in the mind, but that it hath ofren no ſublimer: motives then 
other ſenſual tranſgreſſions; and as outward conſiderations are ſome- 
times the cauſe, ſo they may be the cureof it. Fhatever any mandid 
change an Opinion, firſt or laſt, by being forced,ſtnce the World began, 
19 Without inſtance, and impoſſible in the nature of the thing to be: One 
ſayes well, Ton may 4s well cure a man of the C bolick, by bruſhing his Coat, 
or fill a mans belly with'a Syllagiſme. Theſe things 'do not communicate 
in matter, and ſo neither in ion or paſhon. (But Hereſfie-is.a work 
of the fleſh, ſois every miftake of the Soul ; - Hereſie is a work of the 
Soul rather in miſ-betieving,than miſ-doing ; /*cis a thing in opinion, 
rather than fat. The Apoſtle, in Gal, 5. where Hereſie ts: reckoned 
amoneftthe works of the fleſh, does not put the diſtioRion between 
works of the fleſh, as things outwardly acted, oppoſite to what is in- 
wardly believe; bur by the fleſh he means the corrupt and carnal mind, 
oppoſite to the Spirit of "God ; for he ſayes plainly in the Verſe before, 
The fleſh. lufts' againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh." . By the 
Aeſh there, be means the corrupt ſtate 'of man 1n Soul and Body; ſo 
that Herefie may be awork of the fleſh, and yet purely ſeated in the 
-mind : Every cortuptton in the mind, is awork of the fleſh, and yet. 
as 'eis there only,is in ſome ſence a thing ſpiritual and ſpeculative, But 
ſaith he, Outward conſiderations are ſometimes the uſe of an Opinion, and 
away be ſometimes the care of it., If outward conſiderations, ſutable to | 
2 conviRtion of my underitanding, -have wrought upon my underſtand. 
ins, and made mexeally believe a thing, there is then no proportion 
at all'of reaſon, 'to ſay, That force, becauſe 't1s an outward thing, wholly 
Incapable of 'working upon my underſtanding, may make me aiwell dubelieve 
4t. And if thoſe outward confiderations he means, have not really 
Convinced me, then'*ris not my Opinion < Either outward-confidera- 
tions are the ground of ſuch Opinions, or they are-not ; if they be,they 
will 'b:R difcover -chemſelves in thetr effeQs:: ſuch cauſes are beſt ſs 
- known, and only ſo known, and thoſe effe&s will be obvious; if - they be 
evil, td a duc puniſhment} if they be-not the cauſe-of "them, 'ris firſt, 
x ſiipethative want of charity,” to make our ſelvesevil Judgesof other | 
mens 'hetris, and then an-eminent 'piece of injuſtice, to puniſh men 
| upon 
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bponfuch 2 falſe ſuppoſitige-!' He rharwill take pon hin, to-judge.the 
grounds of any mans 'PNinciples, iwhich-he- knows.not, \may. make any 


Opinion 'have what Original he pleaſeth. -'Tis's moſt abſnrd.thing to 
believe any man for outward reſpe&s, ſhould ſuffer all. reproach and 
perſecution : : You may:2$ wellifay; all the Martyrs ſuffered only toſet 
np 4 Pillar, and/ger:rhemſelves4 name ; cis obyious enough to any un- 
partial eye, thoſe outward confiderations are moreprobably to be mens * 
remp:ations that go another way. | - A De THOR 
 Fourthly, + No man 'under the Goſpel ought to be. compelled to -be- 
lieve or praitrſe'any thing: [and if not to believe, then not to practiſe, - 
for 'the praftice ought to correſpond with,-.and be but the.counter-part 
of the belief; 'tisdtravgely unreaſonable to. require uniformity in the 
practice, where there is variety and difference inthe Judgement ; 'tis 
to bid a man go-directly-againit his Light ; 'tis milerableto rend 2 
man into two pieces, his Conſcience in one patt,.and his outvard man 
and practice 1D another part :., God arreſts him, and draws himi.in a way 
ſutable to his rational-Sonl one way» and.men by means, wholly con- 
trary,another: Whozthink we, has the greateſt right ; and whether is it 
better ts obey God or man/in ſuch a caſe? Thoſe that thus impoſe upon 
men, do what in them lies to raine them eternally.] I ſay, *tis not 
reaſonable to compel men-to believe. ot; praQtils ; ( for-practice ſhould 
ſuppoſe belief,) Becauſe. God tells ſoveryooften, a acoepts a wil- 
ling Service in his War ſhipy' and abbors' all «ther ;, God deteſts the ſmell 
of 2 Sacrifice, where the heartis nor, 'where the: heart is: far from him ; 
and *tis impoſſible it ſhould be near him, where a man is.compelled di- 
realy againſt his own judgement, How much does the heauty of the 
Goſpel liein this, that Gods People -xe-made by: hiar-a. milling Peo- 
ple, and that God bath-his Creature wholly-in his Service: Such are , 
the Converts of the Goſpel, where every man.is in hisrational Soul. ſo 
- ſatisfied, enlightened; and convinced, that he does all freely : *Tis a 
ſevere thing to enjoyn me by penal Laws, to worſhip .God ina way I 
neither like, nor he accepts ; which he. does not, though it.be.wvhat he 
has appointed for the matter ; if I come-notin the manner he has like- 
wiſe appointed toit,,1! ſhall neither pleaſe him, nor advantage my 
own Soul. This was the caſe of the: Jews, when God: hated their ſo. 
lemn aſſemblies, and ſaid, Incenſe was-an abomination to bim,. [Tis u- 
Cually falſe worſhip that. needs force ; "tas Fereboems that upon Poli- 
'tick grounds began to fgyce a-Religion, and 'ris. ſaid of bim, He made 
Iſrael-to ſin, by compeling them to Dan aud Bethel,; 1f;, men. intend to 
'make-Converts to-God, they muſt nottdo morefogbimy.thawhe.docg for 
thimſelf ; be. never violates the -liberzy-of the rational Soul, but ap- 
| ' Proves, 
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Light, wl ptofefſeth he* Was.nif Lord: over any mans- Faith, The 
muth'is \thyt | "cheSoul, *Where -Baith and Conſcience is feated, 


Hot'be1 y any cotnpulfibii' end therefore force reaching but 
to ourward PtaRtice; there" edn” be no other end of 'It, bur to make 
_ us ſuffer, orelſte praRiſe contrary to what we believe. | 

Sixthly, Forcing men toa Religion, Which is wholly ſupernatural, 
and impoling Principtes upon them, Whigch-are 'ont of the compaſs of 
Moral Light, as all Goſpel-Principles are, ſuppoſethva perfect infatli- 
bility, in'the Timpoſets, and' the thing impoſed, orelfe cis ſtrangely yn- 
r-aſonable-; to force men againſt their own light, to be guided by ours, 
unleſs we are ſure we cannor miſtake, is a ltravge abſurdity, There is 
ſome exciſe for beingguided by miſtake of our own, if it be the bett 
lighrwe have, but thet&is $0 excuſo for being. guided. by a miftake of 
atocher tans; [Three ſorts'&f mty there have been inthe world, :emi- 
nenr for dhe Religion”. «nd common diſcretion taught them, 
that the neceſſary ſuppoft'of. ſuch Impoſition muſt be a pretended In- 
fallibility in'Themfetves an@their Do@rines, Such were the Jewiſh 

Rabbies of old who" had fodeluded the-people, that Luther tells us, 


The Tews > bt Gert britnd tb belyjeve what their Rabbies taught, 
though Phey' af as haxd waithe left, ani the left the right, 
Such alſo v4: Mahoret wad-the' Mftier, who impoſe all upon the 
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ſo the Event muſt needs be my ſuffering/ip petfoimiy ty 
ſuppoſe further, thar the thing elfyaetds wrathble g he es hs 


F 
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AMGLE At ID : 1ence ; d . 
mt ednvinced of mifallibrlity, my 24: gr  p | 

" forceth-me into ſubjeRion;. as that which is beſt for me. 
| toc _—__ Slier Judgment LY, * 
Feience,” paidetl bythe be Light 1 baye,, cill, hecan hery me, that 25 
I am fallible; 'ſobe is infallible,: and that” be.is ſo in that aR of impo- 
fing « Religion uponine.; aiy.owo Light is more ſafe to me, than an 
other mans; /that is'nor ſo intrufled, and 1s but equally fallible 72d 
my ſelf, though in knowledge never ſo farabove me. He that owng, 
he mxy bemiſtaken-as.vell as I, and;yert would have me obey what he 
commands; -againft what {delieve, ' would at the fame time make me 
both afioner anda fool-; 2 finner ro God,anda fool ro. my own reaſon; 
2 ſinner, to'depart-from my own Conſcience, by which God expe&s I 
ſhould be guided-and by-which I hal bereafter be judged ; and a fool, 
to eat by anocher gans taſt 3, and co partWith my owa reaſon, without 
any affuranceof- being guided: by a better. A Magiſtrate impoſeth U- 
niformity'in:'Religion, . acknowledgeth himſelf.not infallible, "but thar 
he. may be+underi; miſtakes ;5- acknowiedgech likewiſe that no man'is 
bound to obey him actually in any thing finful ; acknowledgeth that the 
Judgment of whatiix finful, lies 1n every mans own” Conſcience, as to_ 
his particular :aRings,and that every mans Conſcievce, though errone- 
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"dis. Hot6 ag followed ell. better-informed. ,. Take.the coherence of 


theſe things,: which are all granted Truchs amongſt us, and the reſult 
will bz two-fold; Firſt, thata-man that cannot in Conſcience conform 
ro ſuch an impoſed Uniformity, - as thinking it finful, 18 puniſhed for 
doing what:is acknowledged to be his duty. Secondly,” There can ne. 
ver be any/other end iti forcing Uniformity, where fuch Principles are 
taken for gtanited; but to. bzing ſuch men. into. ſuffering, who reſolve to 
keep their.integtity.: > ol 
Seventhly; Every man.in the'World is to be a Judge for himſelf, in 
all matters of the Goſpel-Religionzand ſo ought not to be forced to be. 
lieve..or praQtiſe-;any. thing be is: not.convinced of, To what end is 
reaching or diſcourſing ico men, but that they may judge" of whats 
yd? *A' mia; being obliged to anſwer for bimſelf, he mult needs be fo 


. to judge for bhim(ſeif. And this foundation once laid, n 5p which ma- 


ny of. our moſt irrefregible Arguments againit the .Pap;f/s are built, all 


pretenfions of impoſin men; contrary.to their own Jidements 
yy wry ranking Nb octdagent reaſon fall to the ground - Forif 
-Rand obliged'ro! God; a8 4 Creature. by-him enabled pod ficred fo to 
do,to-mike a Judgngpryichin my felf, according tothe meaſure 'of 
Light I-bave, of allthivgs I believe or praRiſe in Religion, then can | 
? 3 m : never 
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noms 'God.expeRabe; nould 1 a its 4 

dingly. deals wich men: ; : here | 

where little i. givgn, Xattle is requer 

of Conſcience in this Worlds. TR « naceiely Accofs 

_ ding to onr-Light, we reſt a. cceptance with God 

fiad accordingly God uccepteth ſuch; pa = han poo, . ms 
God will hereafter judge men according-to bs AG they by VS 
apd the: Judgaencahs anoy. _ Heh Rn Bale 1c E. "GRP ey every. 
' where cleat, He that e. (ball be. 
b:ates vicky ſtripes. ew wilt.zadge men out 0 mY owo  mouchs,: 
and out of Weir own breaſts; if then God deals with men here, and. 
jidges them hereafter according to the Light they haves: *cis that ſire 
that ſhould be theruledf our living. To ſay, 1 did-what others bid me, 
and nevergudged Within my.ſelf,. what.God .required, from Days. 
when;L wav:conyinced, he xequized:the contrary £rom me; will be but.a. 
poor excuſe,. when mens Conſciences (hall come'u boy the. Stage, to 
do the Office of excuſing or accuſing in that great. © Our Divines 
ſay:very right, when they tell us, every. mans Light is to be his guide ; 
ifItbe falſe-and eronious,. he lies under ln, becauſe * us bis dur 

be better informed; but till he ig lay, cis his.duty. to uſa eba{13ghr fe 
has; as theefler evil, 

#Fourthly, - To ſay a man is not to judge for himſelf,is to unter bln 
and change him from a rational Creature.to a Bruitz What hag God 
lighted foch s Candle in man as knowledge. and undesfiandiog. for, but 

to judge and-diſcern by, and be, a guide to o.him 2. God, tha has Seiyen 2 
| mananability to judge, .does hecve, forþid, nay, does he 0 ye! 
enjoyn the uſe of it that way ? Beſides, 'cis. i mpoh e Rik. 4 Fe | - 
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4 gfeat occafron and cauſers of it, So did Feroboam whe he"ma 
Iſrael to fin, the guilt fuck to himſelf, as weil/as to theptople; -If the 
fecond, Men are ſufferers from men, for doing their duty to God, and 
part wich their Eſtates, decanſc they cannot with their integrity; and 
11 rhisce the punniſhment falls upon the” ſufferers, bur the ghilr ſtill 
upon th; Imp:ſer,” *Ejther-a Magiſtrate, impoſing in Reſigtion, "is ta 
be obey'd*in Wharſoever —_— or not; if he be, Worn 
2 then 
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which is only Gods pecul 


out of the way. But that which ſhould py 
ry with the uſe of force in R n,.18; when we conſider. the true 
Worſhip of the Goſpel can neverbe eſtabliſhed by it. You may efts- 
bliſh a "falſe Worſhip, or a formal out-fide- Worthip, but never make 
ſuch Worſhipers, as Chriſt ſpeaks of, when he ſaith, The trac Worſhip» 
pers wider the Goſpel, are ſuch, who worſhip the; Father in Spirit, and in 
Tra+b. You may eſtabliſh a falſe Worſhip, that is a worſhip of mens 
appointing ; 'for if they be but outwardly. obey'd, in what they inſti- 
tute, they look no farther. Feroboams buſineſs was to keep the people 
from Fer#ſalem ; if they came but to Dan and Bethel, he - no 
more ; he little minded the Religion he had ſet up, for be made Priefts 
of the meaneſt of the People ; his end was Political,to bring men in- 
to ſubjeRion to himſelf. You may alſo eſtabliſh a. formal Worſhip, you 
may by force- make men bypocritically conform to the our-Lide of true 
Worſhip ; you may force men.to the Sacraments, but without they be 
- qualified with' thoſe Prerequifites God requires, inſtead of perform- 
Tng an acceptable Service, you force them to-commit agreat Sin., |. - 
Thatgou cannot by force eRabliſh the right Cola Werlbtp, ap- 
peats by theſe two things: Firfi, Tis a Spirigual Worſhip :- And,Se- 
condly, *ris a voluntary -Woulbip. - Fir, *Tis a Spuitual Worſhip, 
there is no 0ne-part of Goſpel- Worſhip lies in the bare outward per- 
formance of any Duty ; The #ord. (Pax! ſaid). did not profit, becauſe 
*r0.45 not mixed with Faith, In Heativg,Prayivg, receiving Sacramedts; 
and all others, there is more required than the bare ourvard 2Q, "tis 
Faith in theſe things, and that which is Spiritual in them, thac gives 
them an acceptance e God ; and that men cannot be foxced into z 
you can never compel into that Which 18 purely Spiritual. Secondly, 
Tis a yoluntary Worſhip, the _ is 2 Proclamation made to every 
one that willeth, toeate anddrink of the Bread aud Water of life, "Tis the 
very evidence of Chrifts Power under the Goſpel, That bus People arc 
wade a willing People ; and therefore the Service of the Goſpel cannot 
he forced : Tis a contradition to ſay, 7 bat may be nell done by comput- 
fon, that ought to be freely and voluntarily done. 6: | 
Two things are with great vehemency oppos'd to this, and which do 
-adeed contain the greateſt ſhew of Reafon for compulfion in Religi- 
oD, of afl the Arguments brought for it. Fiſt, *tis ſaid, 7 hat compelling 
| Wer. 
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evilthat good may-come of it, nor anticipate Converts to the Goſpe] 
by undue means,” * God can work tens: converſion by any means, or 
withont means, but yet we are-bound to ſeek mens converſion by ſuch 
means 23 God hath appointed for that end, and left us under an Obli- 
eatian to proſecute. Mr. Prypne, who is earneſt for compulſion, and 
- Corporal puniſhment under the'Goſpel, when he is told, -That it is not 
a way !10'make Converts, and to work upon the underſtanding ;. xe; 
plies, That corporal ſufferings, affiiftionsr,, and preſſures upon the outward 
win, are an iſual means of Gods ſantlifying and ſaving men. 'Tis tus, 
a means that he over-rules, and a means-he reſerves in his own hang, 
fo uſe a: he plexſeth, bur no means appointed in the Goſpel far, us to 
uſe, and ſo w2 cannot expect the concurrance of Gods Operation,waich 
can only make it effe&nual upon it, Becanſe: God many-times ſanRifies 
the pain and ſtckneſs of mens Bodies, 'and the ſufferipgs and lofleg: in 
qheit Eſtates and Repurations, to-the ſaving of theit Souls; . 'We may 
i | \ Dot 


are nox.means. God hath: inceatied/unwith the utcofty Act" bas-in 
ny outward farce upon the Body; a natureltendency in it felf to alter 
mans .mipd, bat.reiber thercontrary; 5 by 'God by bju' influence wpoy 
MyCAn ovar-Fale it rhatiway cand lipleſs:it-be' by itn 2m640s appoin- 
reds +that (o me'mey-evp<R-ſuch-an operation,” *dis hbth:unlawtul and 
unreaſonableto make uſe of it Inthoity if. by compelling nfen to out- 
ward means, bz meant only ta.compeF\a man-20 8 bare. outward morel 
ation, and (uch are all ithings-refating to infiiitiony men may becom- 
manged ;to.it+ » 16 by: means bt mcant a: Religious-Goſpel-meansoft 
Ghrifts Iaftitulign, 12nd purely selating to:therGolpely: Jugh a9 the. $4- 
cramenss, andthe;hke, be Man-ovghtita be conipelled tg them, 'norean - 
we expe&any good from-ſuch a compulfion;farther than 2s God is pleaſ- 
ed to biting good out of evil. '- {bee iu hen ht GA 
For the ſecond thing, That though compuifion do nat work real.con- 
verſiong yet an.outward confatmityz: though there be-nathingee,- is 
plevking to.God ;;.that is, That to:compe! a! man-by:force to-profeſt he 
delievesthat which be na waybelieves, & to: praQife:rhar which he no 
Way likes, is a Reformation God'apptoves of, this I utterly deny ; un- 
leſs it cat be.made appear; that God's pleaſed with-Hypoctifie, ac- 
cepts the outward Nang: whereithe heart and the inward Mans far from  \ 
iy; and has noDetter: means tolbringmen.into the! Chutch, than un. 
reaſonable compglſon;; which muſt: meedsbeget an untgafomble :ſer- - 
ice. - As ſuch a;Contdtmity, can neyer/pleaſe God in the' perſons con- 
ming, ſp neivhet-in the perſous impokng. | Not in theperſons con- 
formipg ;. becauſe they dBicnot. from: a right Principle, noxtoaright 
redabea ye its: 8ither Without knoWledge ignbrantly,!or againſt knows 
| ledge yomillinglys: : Befides-{zbetbaricomes —_— df-anyGoſpel- 
ecina0e+38 an1andue manner {| rhick be chultneeds dog tbat comes: 
only. by compulſion] -fing.in the very? He that receives the Sacra 
ment without, a due qualification; ſins inthe very a&ty/ and therefore 
ſuch Copfoimuty, may ſatishe men, but can never pleaſe God. -; Not in 
_ the pexſons{impoliag, becauſe rbey do:notexecute any Law af: Chrifls . 
in {6 doing,and therefore itmilkbeſzid,#hbs required thi at your hands Þ- 
The forcing an outward Reformation in manners, is quite of /anviher 
nature, that the, Magiſtrate rfiiy'atid ought to doy. and ts aching highly 
pleaſing to God, a thing taught by. the:Light of Nature, commanded 
| by God ſo to be, and a-thing that is ivell done both in thoſe that coma 
mand, and thoſe that obey; when the bare outward a& of evilisre- 
ſtrained and forborn, and thecontrary commanded and practiied; The 
forcing Men to refrain from the practice of groſs evil A 
ugh 
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2 F: Jak ce it to beſos for our Saviour ſaith, 
hen 4 a +> yer” 
- What Abb did, will be Ally differenced i iO ewothings ; ; Fir, it 
wisa volumaryaRionz And Secondly, it was only y.a Moral tion. 
*'T was voluntary,” for it aſe from the athe Gare of is hopy, Conſcience, 
'upots what the Propher ElyabJaid rohim, 'An it wag pure- 
4y.a Moral a@; bivt ation was no other ; = hier was an Hy- 
poctite, and his Service was bypocritical, and abominable in the fighr 
of God; yer the outward a& of his Humiliation was in it ſelf good, 
and God rewards ic with an outward bleſſing. That men may be-com- 
pelled abouraRions Morally good and ;»Þ is out of doubt, and thar 
God doer likewiſe with outward bleſſings and | judgements reward and 
puniſh Moral good and evil, is alſoplaiv. But herein lyes the differ- 
cd forcivg men in Ed Moral, and things Divine : In thin 
. Moral, the olties in it ſelf, however circumſtantiated, is poly 


ne ques 


Le Che en ofa Dogrneck, qua Fay reno 
the Command is notobſerved, as well as te bare curvard aA of: 
Formance-. Andſoin all Ee Daten the Infticutionsof = 
-Bapriſm, the: Lords Supper,and thereſt;the 2Rions themſelves in thoſe 
xe vot fimply good'3/. Bays ;\. nay, they-arc accidentally evil;-unlcfs 
they haveall the due circumſtances anrending them; the goodneſs of 
thoſe thibgs depends wholly upon Inſtitution, and there the manner,as 
well as the matter, muſt be punQuually obſerved. Nay, the manoer of 
. doing ſuch things derermines the matter of them ;' for if they be 'per- 
formed in their due manner the Adiamiogood ;-if: not, the Adion i ic 
pn 
Having thusfar endexronged to eftabliſh this Truth, That the exer- 
ciſe of force by the” hand of the Civil Power, 'is no means appointed . | 
by Chriſt. either for ſerling or regulating the Churches of the New- 
eftament ; and is a thing in its own nature altogether unreaſonable ſo 
- tobe; And that Princes aud Magiſtrates under the Goſpel: ſhould im- 
ek theix care, to ſee the Laws of Chuiſt's Kingdom put in execution, 
in 
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Pierited, 3 comeyy REF that-are, plirely Goſpebolfences 
[-puorſhmedcs, as moi —_— te arid proper 3 knowing Well/-tha 
LoL puniſhments inflict -Sivois:eaitbhe e ee ſha] £6 I" FED 

the Church, Chriſt will over-rute the Being of chem forboty's 
_ purpoſes, according to-that of Pawl; There muſt be Herefies, that'ths! 
that afe approved, mafbe made manifeſt ; whi Fit be ns good 
'— ground to indulge Herefie, from any puniſhmene-Chiiſt bath appointed 
' fort; yet *tis a very good ground- to'ſatisfie one felves upon; after. 
all Chrilts means uſed; and'to' ftop us from alt violene-2bd irreciitar 
proceedings, when we conſider, That Chriſt wiltextra good out of ſuch 
evil, and turn ſuch things to his own Glory, and the good of ſuch @ are fin« 
cere. 1 ſay,having endeavoured the proof of theſe things; that the plain- 
eſt Truths of the Goſpel ought not to be inforced upon men; much leſs | 
thoſe more doubtful andobſcure, concerning Diſcipline and Order {of 
the obſcurity ef which there needs no other evidence;than tharthe ho. 
tieft, wiſeſt, and moſt impartial men have iv all Ages diffeted} ubout 
them ] How may we lament over the preſent Impofition of the Cere- 
monies, now enjoyned among us in Exgland, which,are no part of 
Divine Truth, nor any of Chriſts Inſtitucions, but things rfetly 
Humane in their creation, and'yetare enforced by the Civil-Power u 
oh'the praRtice and Conſciences of . men. If Chrift did not appoint his 
own Laws to be inforced upon the Church, but to be received andexe.- 
cuted by the influence and operating power of the Holy Ghoſt, concit- 
ring with them. ; How little pleaſed will be'be to have: Laws and Rules 
made by others, to be ſo inforced ? IF it be neither reaſonable” nor 
varrantable for a Magiftrate'to inforce the Truths of the Goſpel in his oil 
own ſenſe of them, How much leſs is it ſo'to enjoynthings in the Wor. - 
ſhip of God, wholly framed 'by men, andof their deviſing > Thoſe; as Re 
being Divine,areiv theirown nature iofallible and certainly trye; Theſe 
at being Humane, are {yable to all Ercor and Miſtake, How unmerci- 
ful a thing is it and bow unlike the Primitive Chriftiang, 'to make ſuch. 
Ceremonies a Rule of the Churches Communion, which uſed to be no« 
thing but the Creed ? That « maninow only out of Conſcience to God, 
and without's jaft imputation of either FaRion or Folly, or any-other 
deſigned end, may very well become s Non-Conformift to-theſe preſent 
impoſed Ceremonies, batt'been often evinced, oo oo oo 
Theſe things may afford us ſothe proſpe&. into thofe grounds upon: 
which Liberty of Conſcience ought tobe afſerted, and alſo thedue and 
natural bounds of it, When men difcourfing of this SubjeR, are enu+ 
| G merating 
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nerating what partie may deolenaced; 3nd what not.; What Funds; NY 
mentals azEnecedary to behelieycd, to-meke a man a capable Subjet | 
of this Liberty, and how fer the puniſhments to be.inflicted upon men- 

: Matters of this Nature, are to proceed,and wheze to be terminated; 
they.do but loſe themſelves; and come to he involved with inextiicable = 
inconveniences, and do uſyally-tittle more thandiſcover their ewn par- | 

ticular inclinations and interefiz; and ati laft often end in this Deter, }N 
mination, That none are ps Ty but ſuch as are punitually of their © 
Pn End perforgion, The general Laws of Nature, and the general = 

48 of the Goſpel, are the:beſt Umpire in this Caſe : Asthe firſt ren» 
bers it athivg unreaſonable; fo-the other makes it.unlawful.to- tolerate 
- Eny thing upon any preter 997 amore common Light,. and the cont 

mon Intereſt, and natural good of mankind, And ſo on the other band, 
"ti-equally as unreaſonable and atunlawful, to force men abont:things 
wholly Super 
the. Goſpel, w 


atural and purely Spiritual; and ſo are all the matters of 
hick lic ſeated in mens. Belief and Perſwehon, in refe» * 
 Tenceto their owa: Eternal Condition: :- and a3 they have-no proper re- 
htion' te Humane Concerns, ſo they are in' Alexa repablica, and are 0n- 
. ly cogniſable there, and only to be dealt with by ſuch Spiritual means 
and puniſhments, 4s Chrif&in-the Goſpel bath appointed for that end, 


'.  Hearthe Opinion of the Learned Atfed, on this Subjze at large : 
De pace Religionis (ut wocant) ſen de Bibertate Religions, ſen de bo. 6h 
tonomis.: An & quatenus concedi poſfit apio Aries, Concerning Li- 
betty of Religion; and hbow-far it may-be granted by « pious Magiſtrate, 
" he ſaith, That though the CMagiftrate be to defend but one Religion, even 
t hat which be judges to be the Truth by the Word of God, yet none ought tobe 
compelled to hank ontward force, but every mans Conſcience tobs left as Li- 
herty, Et nonunnquamdiverſarum Relrgionnums exercitium, ſi non publicums,, 
 falow privatuns, aut clandeſtinuws ext fog 


ularibus canſic permittendum eſſe 
fiatnimus ; _— hes demines ſenfit pacem, & concordiam externam ſeu yo- 
litians inter Orthodowos & non Qrthodoxos, ſepe etram; Hereticos ſimul co- 
- lendam, ab ipſo pro Magiftratu produrart, & poſſe & dehere exiſtimanne.. 


And be gives-theſe three followng Reaſons fot bis Judgement. 


" Primanititur generalibua iltis Serigtnre difle, que jufliciam, & chari- 
tat em, Aekcwwgss patient concerdie ſers nobts cs las : & nx 
quid alittr adverſi« proximum fatuamus, quans qualiter noiſcum agi velle= 
mus diſerie prectpiunt , Dengue at conſtientils ſnam libertatem concedemu, 
& diſſentrentes.in negotio Religionls awmics toleremus,ommnina mandant. Mat, 
5. 7- Rom. 32. 14, & alibs, | 
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 Tirtiabipſa naval quiet, irenqus junBlomlitae, quand eric 
experientia quitidiana fere comprobat. Nam praterquans quod equiſſimuns 
ft, in can[a Religions ab ons ou & coathone txterud Mere, ipffs eti-.. 
am rebu publicis ut ta fiat, omnind exp*dit, arque conducn ; quippe que ali= 
0gin f acillime turbarentar, ut inteſtiiis bellis, ac mutuis lanients tandem con- 
crderent : - prout hate in multis Enrope provincits,” Gallia preſertim & 
Br{gio, accidifſe novimus, Cum comve in Germania, Helvetta, Polonia, & 
alike locornns, iv quia Religions iberta atten indulee fit, is 
cordiis & laments non faerit loews, Erga reſipſa per ſe licits, & bona eft, eti= 
am fi per accidens abuſus aliquis accidere paſſes, Alft. de Eccl. Lib. 4. 
Cap, 14. he aT..- . | | 


' What can be ſaid with more tiurh and ſoberneſs about chis mayrer?; 
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LIBERTY of CONSCIENCE, 
WO The Magiſtrates Intereſt "I | 
| OR, 


Fo grant Liberty of Conſcience to perſons of different per/waſns 
' 1n matters of Religron, is the great Intereſt of allKing- 
doms and States, and particularly of Znglands. 

+ Aﬀerted and proved. 


 .\ving thugifzr conſidered thoſe things, which do moſt immedi. 

© ately refleXt uponghe Magiſtrates Duty; in-allowinga dhe Lj- 

- BK berty to each mans Conſcience, We will in the gext place con- 
WM fider, how far his Intereſt engages him this way, That '*cis the 
-oreat Intereſt of all Proteſtant States, and particularly of Exgland, - 
0 vive Liberty to men of differing Apprehenſions in the Proteſtant 
Relrgion, is evident; if we confider, That a Prince or State, by impo- 
_ fog che Principles of any one party in Religion, makes himſelf of that 
Rs 03 Topites all che-reft againſt hint, 'Tis no way prudent for a 
Prince, when his Subjects confilt of many differing Judgments, to re- 
' ſolve. to have them all of one mind, ( a thing impraRicable ) or elſe 
to be their declared Enemy and Perſecutorz *tis a ready way to 
interrupt his own quiet and repoſe, without any other effcR - for 
he will-nevet byforce and vislence unite them in one Opinion, thoſe 
differences will-rather be fomented, and all animofities arifing there- 
upon,ind mer rather fixed and confirmed by (ach Perſecution, than any 
way remev:d from their Principles by it. 'Tis not-the having ſeveral 
partieFin Religion under a State, that is in it ſelf dangerous, bur *cis | 
the petſecuting of them that makes them fo. Firſt, It puts them all 
under diſcontent, and-then unites them together in ſuch diſcontent ; 
Thuaww, a Wiſe States-man, ſaith, Heretici, qui pace data fattionibus 
franguntur, perſecutions uninntar contra Rem Publicem, Thofe whe in 
their Pxnciples largely differ from each other, when they come to be 
_ ali bound up together mone common Volumn, and linked in the _ 
ain 
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ons of all bis-Proteſtant Subjeas.. To ſay any party in Religion is diſ- 
affeted-toa State, and therefore not fit for ſuch- favour, when ſuch dif= 


affeRion, if it be, does plainly atiſe from. the Severity of the State 2-1 
g3inſt them, in that caſe ; the reaſon why favour ſhould not be ſhewd,, 


15 remov'd by (ſhowing of it: For,as-perſecuting men for their Religion, 
muſtneceflarily diſguſt them ; ſo.giving them the freedom' of it, muſt 
ne=ds equally oblige them, 'Tis no true meaſure to rake of. avy pat- 
ries in Religion, to ſay the one are better SubjeRs than the other, when 
the-one-are favoured agd. countenanced, and the other till kept under 
. and oppreſſed ;. There is no reaſon, but to believe, there is an equal 
| Tendency in- all,: to-love that Prince or State, where they find favour 
and:proteQtion ; 'tisa common diſpoſition runs in the blood of all men; 
and by hoy much the Principles of any party are leſs.taking and plau- 
fible, the lefs-dapgerous Rill is that party ; and as they will need favour 
more than others,. ſo-they muſt needs lye. proportienably ſecured to a 
State, by the Obligation 1s pnt upon them, 9 Ran 
- Take it for Truth, which is commonly affirmed, That all ſuch for 
whons Liberty us at any tire deſired, are men full of Fattion and full of 
Error : For the firſt, 'tis certain, Perſecution, will not only continue, 
but foment ſuch FaQion, and give it a plauſible pretence to juſtifie ic 
ſelf upot-; whereas a Liberty granted in matters of Conſcience, 'wy1 
-either wholly win ſuch men to.a due and hearty Obedience, as eng 
Wdem- 
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hem-open to ſuch apparent jufticefor puniſhment, and bring them un» 
derfuch a general contempr, as ſhall leave them Rrip'd of all pretenfi= 
- 08s, and Tender them wholly inconfiderable, *Tis/ marvellous pru- 
tence to'ſeparate between Conſcience and Fattion, which can never be, 
but by « Liberey of the one/that fo they may diſtinGly puniſk'the other: - 
He: that, hath liberty granted to worſhip. God according to his Cons 
ſcience, and yet-is not fatisfied, But continues troubleſom, makes 
every body ready to bz hit Executioner,and makes that diſcovery which 
Wo never have bzen made before ; that Faction was his end, and 
Conſcience but the pretended means z- ſuch men willnot only lie open 
tothe. States zuft ſeverity,but to thehatred of all men-whodo generally 
diſlike ill ations moſt, when they:come from men of the beſt pretenti« 
_ Puniſh men for their Religion, becauſe-you judge them Factions, 
and mix all together, and you fall into this double exrour z Either you 
puniſh mgn for FaRion, that deſerve it not,. and ſo, beſides a piece of 
injuſtice, do whar you can. to make thoſe Enemies whoare not, nor. 
would not be ſo ; or elſe thoſe that are ſo, you give them the pretence 
of Conſcience to juſtifie themſelves in whatever ſufferings comes upon 
them. in progle differing from the publick Religion meet to wor= 
thip God, and are ſeized and puniſhed 'forfo doing, the Magiſtrate 
faith, He punyheth for Faftion ; they ſay; They ſuffer for Religion, 
And all people who ſee the aQtuall priniſhment inflicted, for things re- 
lating to Conſcience and Religion, . will be ſure to believe and pitty 
them, and be ready to condemn the State. A due Separation, as 'tis 
beft to be made, ſo*rwill;only by a Liberty given, be obcained. He that 
' incends nothing but to give God the Homage of, his Conſcience, will 
have freedom todo ir ;" and he that under that has other ends and-aimes, 
will be juſtly puniſhed for it< But for « State to imbibea general belief, 
that all who differ from the State-Religion, arefaRious to the Civil 
Power, and not to be ſuffered, andſo 'to paniſh them as ſuch, and if 
they bs not ſo, .to tempr' them thereby to'beſo,/ is to-do anaQ of in-: 
juſtice to them, and to forfeit their own- prudence+ towards them-. 
ſelves. Es 1.54 LELIOSTE RE nd carr {2 
For the ertqurs you may ſuppoſe men poflefſed withal;as an eager Per- 
ſecution is apt to make the Profeſſors of them, rhipk them more than 
ordinary Trurhs,and themſelyes ſome great men in maintaining them ; 
ſ0 it makes others ſeek after that,” when driven into-a Corner, which 
wers it in the open fiteets,'no 'man would vegard, He that Poncngs 
| + | an 


, - themſelves in'ppc 


texpe&-to-mend, or. elſe will:lky  F 


—C— Ce en EI GERnTS CECSCees 
a I 9s ie Toe ES ING PRESS Coos te be 
Ta FE A DOTS OS L ht Mz en RR. 1 W* » 
"4 by W . 
_ Pe .— Ns 2) \ EP 
Þ | 
, 


; difficult and hard to: | 
'in mens -ExpeRancy : Foolilh and abſurd Opiniens arg, only. putio- - 


-Nurſeby Perſecution, and by cher made to. have-ſomerhi: 
cems46d feavs of others, which bas indeed nothing init folk, The hidis 
men by a keen pufſuit after them,in the profeſhon of fech things, keeps 
themalive; whereas if they were openly preached,-writteny .and diſ- 
courſed of, the folly of them would appear ſuch, as.not 6ply others, . 
but the men themſelves would be aſhamed and aweary of them : Bes 
fides, puniſhing men for Religion, where there are ſeveratputyierg leiey 
a Foundation of endleſs troables; ani petperiial feuds't forntherill O- 
pinion and anger, which makes one party, when-prevailing to ſuppreſs 
and puniſh the reſt, propagates filt the fame anger and diflike in the 
parties puniſhed, and begets, by fuch-provocation, a certain reſolution 
to retort the ſame ageing and a readineſs to embrace; all opportunities 
ro:effeRit 5 wheres that party thar oncegivestiberty.to the xeſt, butics' 
all choſe evils, and unites 41 ip-thecommonudion of their own iote- 
reſt and ſceutity,- *' Twill be impotſible ro-find out & way for menof dif-- 
fering Judgments in Religion, . to live together, and enjoy the com-. 
mon advamages, which as men they may.afford one to'another ; uvieſs - 
they exerciſe an Indulgegce to eachother; if thatvariery-they and. if 
to oe _ ram an new 2s > _ rn 
any Liberty, but tricly ech che State-Religion:upon all, the caſe 
ayes falls out to be, that the earneft-defire of that we call Liherty 
of Conſcrence; lies glowing in the Embers of mens diſcontent; 4nd 15 @ 
thins in it ſelf ( popular, a thingof. ſo great evidetice-of Reaſon, when - 
it may be diſcourfed upon equal terms, and ſo much the concetniobevyes 
ry man, but the preſent Impoſer,-thav?tis'very'apt to kindle and Bume- 
out, end upon any firaitor emergency of State; either by Forreign'War, < 
or Domeſtick-Diviſion, to make ſuch an Earthquake, as may endanger 
the whole ; 'Tis moſt prudent in a State to give-Liberty, when there 
is-eaſt- power to demand it; thoſe may: be gained dy giving it, that” 
may provedmperous in forcing it :*ro force.and pen menupin ſuch 
things is wholly unnatural, end will, hike Wind-penn'd up'in the:Earth, - 
or the Sea, 'hut up byBanks; break. ont-at? one time: or-another with” 
the greater violence. Liberty in: Religion was never yet denied.in a 
Proteſtant State, but it hadfirſt or laſt a-woſchievew effe# ; toinkint: 
men in Proteſtant Principter, and them ed puts Yoke of #u;formity upon 
ahem, hath no more proportion in it, than to edncate a man-at' Geneve,” 
thas 


Ms DI Ws Pi ME Sd RG "_ ga: ITT 
I. ae VE 1 BER "*s OO do at 27 Ws <a #7? 6 3-Y, tHt = 
F * 


#4 x 09> En; Fn 4 
7 F Lis oe a ee Fate" ty 
- CO IL hs 25 1 

x: 3g 


Y * oh - 
-_/ + 
$A 
"Y 


4% »— TIS 


Oy: F "D.- 
%- 


& 
- 


4 


ples, and unſound hearts; will be ſure to eſcapetbe Net ;; only the fin- 
cere plain-hearted.man, that cannot diflemble,is ctught ; *rvas the de- 
viſe againſt Dexicl heretofare, They knew, in the mattersof his God, 
was cafie to deal with bim, becauſcin thoſe he would not upon any 
terms diflemble. »- - | 1 | js 
"This has Three ill Effects alwayes attending it, "op 

Firf, Tt diſobliges the beſt ſort of 'men io, <very party, whom the 
State ſhould moR cheriſh and engage 3 what. ever 1s ſaid tothe coptra- 
xy, thoſe that are the true Subjects to, the Great King, will be alſo 
found the beſt to his Vice-gerents here : 'Tis a lirapge Heterodox kind 
of policy, to make all the honeſt, ; incere men in a Nation, : of every 
parry, but that one the State adheres to, the objeR of the States diſples- 
fure, and to make Laws that can have no other effec, but their Suf- 
fering, = X29 "EY | 

Secondly, AU Randers-by, the. generality- of a Nation looking on, 
muſt needs be diſ-ſatisfied;to ſee a plain honeſt man, upright and punc- 
tual in all bis ener 1" men,puniſbed Meerly for t1s Conſcience 
to God ; and becauſe he will-not comply to ſave himſelf, which nothing 
bat his Conſcience can lead bim to, and by parting with which, he may 
at any time purchaſe bis quiet; in ſuch a caſe common Ingenuity begets 
ity for him, if not Proſe/jres to him, and great diflike of the courſe ta- 

n with him. | p 


Thirdy, Though it be a ſecret, yet *cise very ſure and certain wy | 


of bringing National Fund 5 upon 2 People ; no doubt God takes 
great notice of the puniſhing men, meerly becauſe they are true tohim; 
for ſo every man is, that is true to his Conſcience, though it be erro. 
neous. Upon no other account was it that Pas! juſtified bimſelf before 
the High-Prieſt, in fayi "- He had walked before God in all good Conſci- 
ence to that time, His mexfiing was, He had gone accordiog to his light, 
as a thing pleaſing ro God, though otherwiſe, as to the matcer, his Con. 
ſcience was erroneous, and bs Jud ment miſ-informed. 'And he tells 
us afrerwards, That he obtained Mercy from God, becauſe what he did 
a224inR the Chirch; was done Tgnorantly, and 1D purſuance of the beſt 
Light be then had--; + fag 
The 
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Wy ro ney as: be wh 
enlaiged.,- 'Fig-t 
Knowing People, as Well as a rea Þ 
Policyzsnd equally defttuQtive to.all py 
be. kept 1gnorant, 28 0. ſay, T7 
Mnimes, IG firted for. Err, 
0s as 
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man.know.'his .du $0530, -avefr 

man mites Wil 7 Comes zaVe an! 

gion. upon men . has never erorhgr Fe by 5h b 
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them m pre s the td Nee” 

jt eve y way mthe 2 Nation proſperous ; -ito diſcontent 

Dt the! into'ore common Dungeon of Impu ed FaQtions 
ſeeution, Wb AVE ape pon or, | 


rat things with grearE Eidences fre toplent fo Moderation. 
and loony ence hedbinB fend. 

- Firſt,”-Fhe Nutnber.and Quantity of: thoſe congerned, as wall as thi 
is ſuch, that ir can be no way ne ro-diſcontent them,up- 
which's ni Ho. ay-compenſate Sen eievce : ; there can 

5'go00.PoRicy'ts leave $i:Þ many inn mixed ey where, even'in 
J, & plices of the Narita, under diffati z Without the 

leaſt effe&; but the reproach of imprndence i in doing + it; and to put a 
diſgraceful diftipguifhing CharaRer upon rhem,' as men unfaichful ts 
the Free RES hey cannot comply. with ſome Ceremonies (as 
abyeele ing oeneral af ppb and Forth aip God juſt in the*publick 
wy; 4 thing of non re intrinfick'c em.to the Stare, than to have 
Hen of r i face: inton in 2 difpured poitt of Philoſophy, and a 
thing of 48 equal like Food to be attain'd. A Subje& thargives the 
bore of -his Fidelity to his Prince that othets'do, "afid” be= 
u_ | all Civil mn ns as faichful and ett og Meti- 


Carat rent ſohath _ Prince in every arr and 
| ke the” true-Mother that would by no means divide'the 
tak | is to furniſh out's'parry ready, for 
bee 3 nay, ws to Rppiues ſo todos 


Shoes fed cakes 4-8 
fa: arty ſo prepared. © © 
©;e Ee of Conſcience be once fitly ppirennd the rook6f all meng 


Ne Ee the, thardelire/publick miſchief, is pulled up,” and 
[fbe-t rn 'the moſt beloved Pince thavever 


LIES 

We Th ve never bave a foyrithing Tude without i it; 

\ ,,, Becaufe the preſſure in theſe things falls generally more vpon 
| on pat men, thn any. in the} 6A ; we | Hg WF it in 
LC-Sreat id oporatt t makes ve-over 
 Fradins retire; "Tt ot ig Ge, 1hto He Lond and other 
*Þ reign parts: 4xir did {hte from Nermich, Xs he irrecove- 
- table: 
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.amongft ug. It pats gr et wen to the þ 
Fo [ii who-have ade s b ter Fricadip Euro 

2 vneens > $;Labersy rs IR 4th They 


ſit. ould lod 0 1 ore! f ak + them. bagel py” 1 
ave oþtained = Lies og + PETE "4 
| * Secondly, Men will never pg ng f- ps art vor Non a & 
conferled freely ; Where a man is afraid -t0 be-warch'd to Shots 'Co 
ticle, and of RPE wa 6c x faip Gp ly | No 
man will chuſe to-live- ſo, i6, 2 dirs eyery 
conforch'tothe publick Fain, ing and he 


prudently ſhun both Buſingſs and C 9 
ERatE where''tis in. avy-mans power gory wil ao {wat T Fs 
conſcious to bimſelf that be-canno! Comply wy. the. Lav, will avoid 
medling with any thing, and:chooſe privacy. op Hs rex? Pla This 
we have had a ſuffcignt detnaafitaIC inthe Pap: or” OL 
years, ever fince they lay under the laſh of the nal hay have. bee 
of little ee. tothe Nation, have retreaced from all publick Commerce 


amongſt us, kept their Money by them, Tent theix Children abroad, 
_ disjoyned themſelves from all the ping Concerns of che Ki 0g- 
OMe - A. ! 
"Thirdly, 'Tis the Kin of En land' 's true eft mM: He d 
of all the Proteſtant Sn the:World; and be w lates Sheen at jo | 
by firſt miking himſelf a common Father toall bis lProtefane S6bjeQs a at 
home, That *cig his Intereſt to. bead the Proteſtant party abroad, is 
Ping 3. becauſe being the greateſt and not powerful. of; Proveffant 
cinces and States, he will necefarily. draw. them inta a degizndance 
' . upon him»: and defire of ProteRionfrond bin ; by: whuch'r Bot. oply the 
Proteſtant ImtereR io it ſelf-wvill be much? cuted, by x being $0 ate - 
_ - and copjoyned, but the Kiog of England ao will coins a Sreat AC- 
. ceflion of Power, by the Influence he will haye on ſo ,preat a part of 
Chriſtengow ;/ Which. he may make uf fs, fe pt Ma ey the 5: 
ref ant Religion againl} the common Enemy of it, 'but 
- bunſelf every, Ways dy the Scat relpan and jacere he. \will TR: A 
all Proteſtant States.- 
To bring the Proteſtants intoan Uvion amongſt themſelves, will be 
_ of adyapt —_ every Proteſtent2Ftare, but to none ſo. much as E _ 
land : Firkt, Becauſe Buglar#-natarally.becames.the Hesd of ſuchs- £ #:] 
Union. z ang {xcondly,” Becauſe the "de andPradtices of the oe = 
pi, 
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wi its - How! 


"oo He een 
Rk NE ntery Lp at yg mer has 

E Derenderor the Pome ant bod abroad. - :Now if the 
"es 54 19 ate his | 4 


: inthe work 
| | £ na-Ke et any sf dls Proteſtant Subjects. 
it home, tho F the Op nion odd-will never put themſelves un- 
pat] gerh $/3:910 ** As be makenoViftinRion in.Chriflendons, but 

F Proveftant and” Papift, fo he muſt make no'other amonglt his SubjeRs at 
| home; | He that impoſeth any one Opinion amongſt Proteftants,” and 
will rolerats :Do/of Ier, If ke $ 7h  diftinion to be Rtilkbermeen Pro- 
| oteſtaut; 40d makevhim if but Head of a" Patty afnoneſt 

Wit never' fo beat Proteſtaut Ittereſt, as to oppoſe the - 
Is pa har it, or unite the Proteftavis ſo under him, as tomake 
"ra SE him fol their Head: 


FR | Ihe ead. of all he Prot ofa Thrercft mu have no 
= but Hed > and: Eoncenter all there +: Impoſiog Con- 
ie Opinion of «hy one Protefiant party, upon all the reſt, is 
imlelf. Jo mich the br 4 by every CY and is in- 


x. pke\ ent a 's keltpſe" 70 Popery; "Th Proteſtant 
roored; by" exerting-fully-che Principles of ir, | 
ing to them; By our practice indealing one with 

oh thoſe php by which we wh avey 


4; prot peek 
FE.) From, oe, 18 the 


wen, that t wy Oe | 
Uptther tines, et ie Graph un deliverms "Divine Teak. Teach 


9 that 7, Scripture Fre ane Rule of of | Relt and Hot” them read it: 
£ pd ahem, þ Jy are go. ollow ud. men, ferther f they fo how that Rate ; ? 
b4 and a: rvery man is Jhdg e "-avcording to" thi" beſt Lil he hath of tha 


v nel Jand” how ar other, "rep 6 comply with'ir," wad differ fron it : :- And | 
\ that every A F io behave | bowels towards -God,” according tothe 


þ o Falpnns bs a 54 bots withis" bioſilf; - att" which are Proteſtant 
3F-. = Z Piin- 


pe eG R phat te wo ule wit.to confi fider; © kee 
16 {He thar-kneels and; fink weight uv od TicEde de 
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av6ined, Leary — an Fe Ind rcwrin 


"Wermees of: the.adſoluce Power of chi Church ad or wm : boaleble ; 
Authox BE and ſo by:condemningothets;. ET of 
* their own, Light and Reaſob qiove differ-fxom re r ſelves 
wheupurthe ſame ar 1ſt departed from;/Rewe:?./"Whenyve oppof 

— Chutth'of Rome, we juſtifie out felve$1ipon the x ry fa 1e-Argn _ 
© by which diſſenters now-amongh ouyfelv: ; make heir defence again - 
us; andvhen we diſpute. gavkt them, we we_take up: the Ge Argu- 
ments hoge we Tuan ark There is joy boy IE 
oument (0) wil bnfoumity;. 'S py [2] sf £:16- oti 
aire to':the- Seat, | you ſhallifinid it, 4H | ap _ ; 


rrith is, * He that cannot indug©to-have.any Rnd 
:on5/aboutthe ſupernatural Truth:of the Fea have 
terationof- ſeveral perimaions.of thatkind'; and- thin s:1zd 
40 afanking,. and ths being gobgxery Sea ;: toſifferanyJo to 
man 18.4 Proteſtant by mitaken bog ill fod-hiny 
Pfncipigs nowhere butzati Rome; 
formation from the PraRtices and: Principles 0 hurch:« 
and liveupon'our.own, .the.les like we are to retory hoy it. Tt 
\pſe of their: Arguments and: Principles at one-time, We, may Fome- fo 
uſe theay-acl another; and atilaſt eſpouſe them ;alt 320d 
: ſexves 6u2-rurnsat forme tiries to oppoſe 9uþer, may #11 7) 
nt Tor 


on qur{elves.. - And fo.it is in'out;PaRices, reſc | 
that keeps a Holiday, is within a Rep of praying to that 5 Shan ;forwhoſe 


Ceremonies;: may at lat bring,1 us t& Lorne of their: Dog 


tos gs ſtafrer Grace, and croſs himielf-in time: - *Ty SM, 
ervations when, he: ſafe haeys rap wen and nt Ree ,of- he 
Cerembnies.were puke acked, Thar he ihoughe. of 
wane tf 6h: ſo well, they wil por of ear 
© $6, © Ar] 
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& them. caring a ages in - 
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{AW Pri, ciples. and Parties. bor 
(oe nant in them iv 
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win Hoy pants « Chrz- 


Taſty, 'Yr.che Cha 
have good tebion to belie Ria Cafe fs 
hands: for eo ap Pa, Ince be Refc 


nvinny; Frente; tn and all p 7; | 
tath'deers endeat Ic ines h : rot 
it, aid deglaved 3 its tin S P erfectly OH wry om, 


25 here-Evcr it was ſatteredp lg 
tharMaxime, 1 betfore their” "Inf 
Som? are ſo much Spares ps 
Confſciefice will be the 16 cady'me 8 t0 induce 
The Reaſons of it ſeemiprifible, ibleſ, inguce »8 dc 
of contraries # it mult eirhe pals by 
to Proteſtants of differing perivaliongz?6H ells-by ivin 
Papihts themſelves, as included in a 4 geberal. iberty.. © 
F For the" firſt 0 hope } ie qppoge evidently 
ency;- IF 
"Ivf for the-ſecond; The gi ag” Liber, 
attiongft ne, 'no mian-well inform -caniinegine th tithes dbe 
cluded in any ſuch Liberty.. SO MLEA F ; 
Fir,” Becauſe withel prefice among us, Fi et "HO : 
pablick affurance, "ever Subje& ought to HEcs NE SERS © EX= * 
sthe favour due:to-4 ONS 
And ſecondly, Beeaule their ir Principlexzre fuch,. That if | 
detftmdihdir own Religion, tlity.can never be _ 
Proteſtant State : He thar knowwnor. this, knomws not the Roman "Fo , 
tigton. And to prove it ſo by facts J 
AmongR' very many otber A aa ler what: mas dane, « bereſo She: _— 


Heary the Fourth, for ever "Kelp Record 222 7P het. on | 
Papift ever become i true ahd beardy St Dje& to:s.Profefizng. [5 ICs 
bat by that a&the ceaſeth_to be ſo. And ,38cotaman Larnh; doerd deny 
then! all ns Rath A oinnion equiey oppoſet 
ſelves; #% their Fiee'ncce og the y.n0 
# Soul living,. ha differ: Keg LT vie re” the 
deny it. SHE: +.” 
© ſay, That Li of Cantcienetint] ave.nd 
to tolerate dammnable Hereſies,, and all. bebod, 
Auer wiy-of diſcourfing iv4- ng"fato ve int 
Bus 6100ER upon | that Topicks is t0'p 
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the. Suff wa preps 


=> TO Soria Bethe co impate pon them ; for Liber. 
: ty Rn ne: bes CNeguice upon Force and Idipofition 3. If we con- 
* falt he good ſuch. i AH ſo 4 5e— p any, and deſire 


me in my. Nebots chabla is of] herwiſean and — man? He 


aſe in the1izhr, *cis a.very commendable thing; and if we doit with 
ſuch a publick Charity, ve ſhall uſe oply ſuch Chriſtian meavs, M na- 
 turally conduce to-bring itadvut,” Hay if. ; china. the pride of mens 

b woot ' the'in ohh Cix ON tion there Ys they will 


abdzje | Erercerhimant rrample NN them, 
at's yk Pandora 
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ciition's the ceemmon:concejn of their Security 
dency, *Acqiainrance;' and ſuch «Intercourſe and inutuel:A 
a5 endears them above any thing! one to another; Andiforthe-danger 
_ there inay be of any parry, there isnothing ſure ſo Tike to remove that, 
' as Indulging them with a Libzrey{+ the beſt way to be-ſecured agaidſt 
| the diſcontent of any party, us toremove the cauſe of fuch-diſcontevt ;. 
- and theb:Rt way tobe ont of feat of :themz-unleſs: you can torally:de- 


' troy them, is co oblige thetn, and ſo at once t6 'cogage and-win-theng 


% 


oyer, and thereby disband our on Fears, 5-83 
A late Author cells us with particulan remark,'Thit Aſecenwhereto. ob 
fore gzve ord ag uguſins, That upon 10 terms he  ſhiuld endureſueh, Pp 
who would bring 11 ſtrange Worſhip unto the. State, ,-1 belPer it;- and 
*(was fuch kind of Advice: (to doubt) thar cauſee the ten firſt Perſecu- 
t10ns- SC TOE: OF) | 
 M:thinks the Author ſhould haye remembered, that that Advice 
would have kept Chriſtianity out of the World : Far, if we follov the 
trackcof ſuch Policy, w2 ſhall find, that what we now ſay -ac1inft Ta- 
letxting Difſznters amongſt our ſelves, The; Papiſts fſt-ſaig, and'do 
fill ſay againft us all-; and if we goone ltep higher, the Heathens ſaid 
the very ſame againlt the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, and thought ita 
FaRious, Fanatick proj: of fick-brain'd men, and athing nor to be 
endured, tharmen thould not content themſelves with the ſame Gods 
that the reſt of the World: worthipped and equieſced in, 'Tis:# ſad 
thine and much to be lamznted, That the ProteRants ſhould take up 
the dregs of thoſe Politicks, and make uſe of themone againkt another, 
upon every ſmall difference amongk themſelves, 
The ſame Author, in another patt of his Book, propound -this que- 
ſtton, - | F637 
j If Evers wayes of Worſhip (ſaith he) be allowed in a Nation, what ſhall 
®  a# Prince ds ? If hi keip any m:n of any Profeſſion or Party out of employs \_ 
ment for their Opinion ſake, be diſobliges that party ; If he bring all meu 
T indifferently althe into imployment, if be be of any party himſelf, he will diſ- 
Y oblige bis own party, who will expett prebeminonce in that kind, and ſo in 
bo conzluſpon, by endeavenring to. pleaſe all, be will loſeall, hh ſ 
” +» This'is A knot very ealily untied, 1 Will ſuppoſe @ Prince ſtrict im 14 
T \ the profeſſion and'praRiice of what he thinks is the Truth; andthe mega = H 
” ſti perſonally he is, the greater vill = favour of Indulgence appear 
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wo thoſe tht der Fronmbim: bur: there is nonecefſity; thit be ffiould 
- mike a party of thoſe, who are of his Opinion, 'diftin& from the reſt 
'6f his Subjects 3 "tis below his Greatneſs, and befides his {ntereſt ſo, to 
vo; they will ſoon become like the" fons of Zerviab, and in me grow 
tobe too Hard forihims. Theſe thatiare of his Opinion, he-may think. 
rem, in hisprivare judgment,bereer Chriſt a»: than others; but there 
28 do policy ſo rodiftinguich thety, as if they were thereby better Sub- 
:Allmen m a State zre to giveone cotnmon Aflurance of their Pi« 
gdliry, wrd fuch who-are alfowed a Liberty-in their Religion, when dif-. 
Sering fromthe Publick Profeffion ; the Political end ob: it ts, ro make 
them good Subj:ais; and the end of that muſt needs be, to make them 
ſerviceable'to their Prince's: end there is no reaſon to doubt, but thet 
they will be ſo, and emmently fo, becauſe they lie under an Obliga- 
vion to his Favour, rhoſe of his own'Opinion are not capable 'of. , A 
Prince ſhould feat himſelf in/his Throne with-an equal peliticalaſps&t 
10 all-his SubzeRs, and imploy them as their fitneſs for his ſervice gua« 
lifes them : There 1s no reaſon to 'narrow and limit a'Prince to any 
-party,'61 10 [et avy Party grorv into ſuch'a predominant OQpinion,_as-if 
'thePrince were confined to'them-. $12 5; | Dat... 
- Nomans bare Opinion in ſuch things ſhould qualife him for an.im- 
:ployment,' nor n» mans Opinion ought 'to -put a Negative. upon him. 
m thatkind ; that1sfor a-Prince, after he has obliged all big-SubjzQs 
'ro him, to loſe the uſe of a great part of them, Let a Prince bur-chuſe 
men to ferve him, whoſe Ability and Ficnefs- carries the; evidence of 
'his Choice, and other Exceptions Will ſoon vanith, *Tis' below the 
Greatneſs of a Prince,'to have any SubjeR ro pretend. to.employment. 
upon any ſcore. but 'bis judgment of his ficnefs for it." -_,, 

The King of Face hath often with good fucceſsemployed hisPro. 
teſtint Subj:Rs; Nay, has often truſted the Command of his whole 
Army'in the hand of the Proreftant, and yet feared not the diſobliging. 
of the Pop;h parſy, 'or-beitg thought a man of no Religion for fo do- 
3». '118 2 moſt #b-urd'and impolicick thing, becauſe men differ in 
Fore divine ſupernatural things, to put then under ſuch charaRers, 

-6'to meke them unuſefvliohe ro-another in all other humane things. - 
+. Let « Prince once: give Liberty of Conſcience, and-he obliges aft 
Þattries to him, and makes them wholly depend upon him ; the revure 
-& their LibertyWill.be a tenure i» Capire, and Cuam din ſe bets. geſſe- 
pr; andfor imployine en, and diſpenſing favoursto: them, ler alk 
Parties Withis dueſubjeaionlic under the Prerogative and Soveraign- 

&-of his pleaſure, | _ 
ah Two } 


\ ; EEE” 
*.F —_— : S—— Ee - x «= 
oY i 6p » $ uw 1 % 
% * L , Y 
> AY 3% - Loy - =? ” ; Sb 


tie q {,Fy; ; 2 1p 1; <Y « t Y © %; ES. 2: keg $1 a gan FF Y 4 . - 
Two Sy zre ith- inuch. earnefineſs uſually Obje&ed aguinkt the ' 
-grant of 'Liberty:z _ 2 FOI 7: -0h. a brett 


Firſt, <2" v3 25 bt coor) 
That it s unhecomng the Zeal and Concern a Magiſtrate ſhonld ape 
for-the Truth of Religion, to: gove Lubarty to anything but mhas be thinks 


ta be fo, and that ſuch « Lyhewar mnoſd, as Liberty to ſeveral Opinions ſup- 
:poſeth, does no way become him, - =  - +67 413th 
SENT FEE Secondly. | EE 
That giv Etberty to men of ſeveral Opinions, # the way to.propegate 
axd encreaſe them, and ut of great dangerto.8.State. ' 
i. -*, .:Fogrhebuft os, 5% 
- It isvery fic that the Magiſtrate ſhould eſpouſe what he thigks to-be 
the Truth, and keep himfelf to the firick practice, of it, and uſe 7 
lawful means tomaſlets others-with it ; lethim uſe al the geans Carift 
and the Apotles uſed: to convince and convyest men ;_ but-let big. not . 
{ay violent hands upon mens perſons, becauſ® he cannot ſatisfie.their 
underſtandings; . that's Zeal without Knowledge, and Religion ,with. | 
out a Rule,cither in Reaſon or Divinity: That is to 1un into ſa witle 
an extreun from Eaodecean Lukewarmneſs, as to become like Paul be- 
fore his converſton, wha ſaith of himſelf, Thet he wes mad, gerſecuting 
. To fay a Magiſtrate is lukewarm in Religion, becauſe be wilbnot 
force men to his Opinion, is to fay, He is lukewarm, b:cauſe he will 
not do a thing that Chriſt hath no where required of him 3- and to do 
+.things that 18 to no purpeſe to do, for that very end tor whjeb it is 
ne. ! Ki 4b fs a 
Tolerating men has no more in it, than not forcing men.;. *us.only.a 
Negative favour, there ignothing Aﬀicmative in it; a Magiltrate will 
Lever be charged with Lukewarmneſs in Religion, that wakes uſe of 
all Goſpel-means to promote Truth, and that he may do, and yet-aee - 
ver violate the due Liberty of any man's Conſcience- If we conſult 
the ancient pratice- of the firſt Chriſtian Magiſtrates, weſhall figd. 
plain, That Libzrty of Conſcience was given by the Cheifian Emp 
Ts. Cenſtantine did it fully. Exſebixcin his Life tells us, that he made 
a Decree in theſe words, Br perens. cum fidelibie, 15. gas errant, pacis; &* 


- 


wietis fruitionem gaudentes accipiant, Tis true, he 
ur let any man.conſule the Ecclefiafticat Hiftory, and he th 
Arrins (o faQious- and baſe a perſon, that there needed vo pore of ai 
Opinion to be the cauſe of Wotatia Gratiau the Emperque aaks 
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- miſe Decree for Eiberty. in Religiov. The Jews had granted by all 
the Empetours, the ſame-Rights with other Chriſtians. * Fovrni# and 
 FValtatinian, moſt, noble Princes, ſuffered. Chriſtians of ſeveral per- 
- ſwaſiops,. to enjoy theit Liberty : Of this, Grot:z#s inhis Book De /mp. 
Shim.” Poreſ,s Circe: Sac.” Cap,” 8, takes particular notice, adding theſe 


Ly oy 
/ 


words, - and ſairh he, which is more t0 be noted,. The 'Emprronr did not 


- only. permit impunity 10 diſagreeing Sets, but often made Laws toorder their 


Aſſemblies, Liberty therefore in Religion 15 not either ſo new, -or ſo 
ftrange a thing, or ſo great a Monſter, as men would make it. State- 
Religions are-not al:vayes infallibly crrue, Truth ſometimes-keeps men 
from embracipg them, it does ſo in many: part$;of Chriftendom ; .and 
in that caſe a Negative Reſtraint upon the Magiſtrates compulſion, is 
the only ſhelter of Truth. The Wiſdom of Chriſt, who hath forbid the 
uſe of the Temporal power under the et Og Religion, hath 
teft chin2s beſt, Forif a Magiſtrate bein t right, he may promote 
Trath, as far as in the nature of the thing,and by Chriſts appointment, 
ir can be promoted; if Ye be not.in the -right; where the Temporal 

,wer does not interpoſe, men ace/ſecured in the profeſſion of: Truth, | 
x96 not hazarded: in refuſing a publick error.. "008 

He that would have the Magiſtrate force- all men to his Religion, 
will-himſelf be burnt by his own Principles, when he comes into a 
Countrey, where the State-Rehigion differs from him : To ſay, He: is 
in the fight, and the State that doesir in the wrong, 18 2 niſerable beg- 
ging the Queſtion, If one Magiſtrate be to do'ir, all are to doit, and 
there. cn be no other rule of Truth and Error in that caſe, but what 
theythink ſo, If. a Magiſtrate be once admitted to puniſh with death, 
what is really and truly in itſelf an Hereſfie, he may, and muſt by the 


_ ſane rule ſc-punithevery thing he thinks ſo; Where ſhall thedefinition 


of Herefie terminate, and who ſhall ſer the Magiſtrate bounds in ſuch a 
caſe > Mifinformation, paſſion, or ſome finiſter Intereſt, can eply lead 
meninto ſuch Principles, which tend to nothing, but tomake Religion 
difturd1he peace and quiet ofall mankind ; and as one ſaith well, To 
bring Chriftiant to aburchery one of another, ani to maky a meer Shambles 


OH Frarr | BA FRES For the ſecond ObjeRion. | 
This, giving liberty to ſeveral parties, encreaſnh them, and makes the 
veronsi# a State. © bet 
oF '?Ths very fic, that whereſoever you will ſuppoſe errors to be 
multo up; abl the means Chrcift hath appointed for that end, ſhould be 
7 S booneſs chem, and reclaim men from them ; let their on;es 


I 
C 


. be Ropped-with, 0a6d+DoPrins a cual "C 
Queſiton is ahout the uſe of the Temporal: - pdiver i ſuch tings £5 
* experience tel us; That ſtnce the World betan to-thi#ds nciples 
and Opinioos in the mind were never extinguiſhed bythe Puniing the _- 
body ; That old ſaying verifies it, | | 

: | "Saugus Martyrum, Cana Peulefe, > why 

Nay, there.is nothing under the Sat to-promote an Opinion in Reli 
gion, like making men ſuffer for ir; the conftincy and courage of men 
in-ſuffering for an Opinion, will-ſooner pe men to it, than all the 
Diſcourſes and Sermons in the World. 

It the Magifitate takea violent courſe ts ro6t-out- all different. Opi-- 
nions in Rehgion,' ſncFas the Emperors” heretofore,. when Heathen, 
took with the Chriſtians, and the Popifſh States, where they ateable, 
do at this day with the. Proteſtants; betides the cruekty- of it, with which 
he will b:ſ\mear himſelf, he will miſs of his end, and find:aſuccethon . 
of thoſe Principles in others; yy out. of 'the Aſhesof thoſe defiroyer, 
asiit uſed tobe ſaid hetetofote by the Marters, -: 2p 

aoties morimur, toties naſcumur. * . © 
If he take a mild and more gentle way of perſceution, he only ape, 
rates them, and then leaves-them arm:d with'all poſſtble diſcontent: to 
hurt him. 5 

Canider the givingthe Liborty under. theſe two beads... - ; 

\ Firlt, ,The giving of itts ſeveraFOpinions- and Parties, where they 
are already atually exiſting, - :, 

And ſecondly, The giving liberty ſoy as will occaſion n and - Produce 
ſuch Parties and Opinions. : 

Forthe firſt, Where there are ſeveral Parties in Religion already in 
being, and diffaſed all over 4 Nation, eas'the Caſe is withius, there is 
no Way-to ſecure them, butecoindulge them;for.they are dy their number 

outgrown the political part of perſecution. 

For the ſecond Conſideration: of Liberty, the giving it ſo, as will 
paturally produce ſeveral Principles and Opinions in men, be that would 
preventibat, muſt give. no”Liberty: to the Proteſtant Religion, muſt 
notler the Bible be read by he Vihar: :: There” is-no way to keepout 
ſeveral Opinions in Religion, but an implicite- ignorant ſubjeRion to 
an impoſed Infallibility, and to do as the Tx#ks do,” who will fot have 
any Learning or Diſcourſe amongſt. them of Religion, for 'that very 


| Reaſon ſe they will have no Religion but -Mahbower, nox no 
learnifig | yy ; ſuch policy,to murder mens Souls,is hatched 
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 #6d ſuch who pretend that, 
Ds have ſeen, that nor only 
but Intereſt, do.invocate Princes 
5 To:whoin, ic may fiely- be ſajd in-rhs 
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